
Report of District Councillors for Bladon, Blenheim and Woodstock 

to Woodstock Town Council Tuesday January 18th 2022 

New Year Greetings 

We should like to begin the first report for 2022 with our warmest good wishes and hopes 

that you have had an enjoyable festive season and will have a happy, healthy, sociable and 

successful year ahead.  
 

Planning: Bladon Chains Caravan Park – conversion to a holiday lodge site 

This application came to Uplands Planning sub-committee in December. The proposal was 

to replace the 92 touring caravan site with the provision of static accommodation in the 

form of 36 Holiday Lodges with associated maintenance/housekeeping buildings.  

Cllr Cooper suggested that members might benefit from a visit to the site as it was at the 

edge of the World Heritage site and, although the site for the proposal was familiar to many, 

few if any members of Uplands had probably actually walked around the area of the caravan 

park. His proposal to defer the discussion until a site visit had taken place was seconded by 

Cllr Poskitt but the majority of members did not feel a site visit necessary before they came 

to a decision.  

In the discussion we expressed concern that having more formal structures on the site 

would be seen, in association with Park View, as a development potentially joining the 

communities of Woodstock and Bladon. There was also concern about the nature of the 

lodges but we were reassured that they would be leased not sold. It seems that it is not 

possible to put a condition on them relating to how long anyone could lease a lodge thus 

leading to concern that they might be taken as semi-permanent residences by some 

tenants. Despite these concerns, the officers’ recommendation for approval was carried by 

the sub-committee vote. Cllr Cooper asked for his vote against the proposal to be recorded 

Waste Management. 

We should like to thank Ubico refuse collection staff who carried out collections on the 

usual weekdays despite clashes with Bank Holidays following Christmas and the New Year. 

This enabled residents to follow their usual calendar of putting out their bins and rapidly get 

rid of the excessive waste generated over the holiday season.  

Councillor MacRae, Cabinet member for the Environment, has advised that ‘real’ Christmas 

trees presented at the kerbside between Monday 10th and Monday 31 January 2022 

inclusive, will be collected for all households. He stressed that trees need to be presented 

on the scheduled garden waste collection day (Tuesday January 18th for Woodstock). Small 

trees should be placed in the garden waste bin, where residents have such a bin. Larger 

trees can be left next to bins but must be reduced to 2 to 3 foot sections in order for crews 

to collect. 

Local Government Boundary Commission for England  

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England has written to WODC indicating 

they will be producing proposals for future local elections later this year. The current letter 

is more ‘sending out feelers’ about what Councils’ future expectations might be. They make 

it clear that in future, if WODC wishes to elect Cllrs with one third of Cllrs coming up for 



election each year except the year in which there are County elections, then the 

Commission will be obliged to enforce three Councillor wards throughout the District. If 

WODC decides to elect all its Cllrs once every four years, then it would be possible to 

continue with wards involving one, two or three Cllrs. WODC is being asked to decide how 

many Cllrs overall it feels it needs and to look at current ward boundaries mindful of future 

developments in population within the wards. New boundaries and new processes will not 

come into effect until 2026/7. A formal report for consultation will be issued later this year.  

 

Cllrs Julian Cooper & Elizabeth Poskitt 

 

 

  


