
Report of District Councillors for Bladon, Blenheim and Woodstock 

to Woodstock Town Council Tuesday December 7th 2021 

Homes and Homelessness 

The Economic & Social Overview and Scrutiny Committee discussed a Long Term Empty Homes 

report and another report on the Council’s actions to reduce long term homelessness. 

Long Term Empty Homes Report 

The Long Term Empty Homes Strategy 2019 – 24 aims  

 to maintain accurate information about the number of long-term empty homes 

 provide advice and information to raise awareness and address issues around long-term 

empty homes 

 bring empty homes back into use to increase the supply of quality, affordable homes for 

residents in housing need  

The number of empty homes in West Oxfordshire has increased in the past 12 months. The reasons 

for this include better reporting; delay in sales or lets due to the pandemic; and renovation being 

halted because of the pandemic. The retirement market has been particularly affected by the 

pandemic due to the target market largely isolating. The Current Empty Homes Coordinator (part 

time- 24 hours/week and covering West Oxfordshire, Cotswold and Forest of Dean District Councils) 

has been attempting to resolve some of the issues around long-term empty homes by writing to all 

owners of properties empty for more than two years (39 properties), sending recorded delivery 

letters when there is no response. A further 473 properties have been empty for between six 

months and two years. Empty homes include 38 housing association, 34 retirement, three assisted 

living homes as well as 24 homes awaiting demolition. Long term empties pay 100% Council Tax if 

empty for two or more years; 200% if empty for five or more years; and 300% if empty for ten or 

more years (this latter category affects only two properties currently in West Oxfordshire).   

One Housing Association had 80 new build flats, many of which were flagged as long-term empty. 

After a revenues inspector visited the site and contacted the agent, action was taken and most of 

the homes are now occupied. It would appear that having an officer focusing on reducing long-term 

empty homes can be effective and beneficial for the community.   

Homelessness.  

West Oxfordshire has created two innovative projects in recent years which attempt to resolve long 

term homelessness. The Housing First philosophy aims to provide a stable, independent home and 

intensive personalised support to some of the homeless with multiple and complex needs who are 

unable to access social or private rented properties. Working with Aspire and Cottsway and initially 

funded by the Nationwide Community Fund and more recently Sovereign Housing Association, a 

total of eight clients with very complex needs have been housed. The specific approach of the 

project is to provide an ’own front door’ rather than the more traditional shared supportive 

accommodation. The intention is that with time the tenants can convert from a one-year starter 

tenancy to an assured tenancy and a situation where support is no longer needed so a ‘space’ is then 

created in the scheme for another client with complex needs. Of the original eight clients, seven are 

progressing to long term and assured tenancies and there are other clients identified to join the 

scheme. ECOSOC agreed to continue the projects until October 2023, although the long term 

intention is that the Oxfordshire Adult Homelessness Pathway will gradually, as it beds in, take over 

the Housing First projects across the county.  



The Our House Project has three houses in Witney which together currently accommodate thirteen 

18 - 24  year olds. Participants have bespoke packages of support when they move into the 

accommodation. ‘Hard to let’ larger properties were chosen for ‘Our House’ and residents are 

trained to help renovate the properties, learn new work skills and find employment. Aspire 

Oxfordshire is very much part of the Project as Aspire has twenty years’ experience of supporting 

local people into and towards employment and housing, believing this the most powerful way to 

break the complex cycles of homelessness, re-offending and poverty. 

Our House appears to be effective. Eight of the thirteen residents are in employment, one is having 

work experience, two are in the process of finding jobs and two are not yet considered ‘work ready’. 

It is planned to continue the partnership with Aspire to source more Our House properties and avoid 

long term homelessness and unemployment for some clients with complex issues.  

Flood Risk 

Residents will recall the problems that arose last Christmas in relation to the torrential rain on 

December 23rd. West Oxfordshire recently had an open day in Witney for residents to discuss flood 

related issues. The West Oxfordshire webpages have advice about signing up for advance warning of 

flooding; suggestions about protecting homes from flooding etc. How to prepare for flooding - West 

Oxfordshire District Council (westoxon.gov.uk)  There is also a county wide Flood Risk Kit for homes 

and businesses at: Oxfordshire County Council – Flood Toolkit (oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com). We 

hope all this advice will not be required but, if you feel potentially at risk, these items may be worth 

consulting.  

Seasons Greetings 

Finally, we wish everyone a very enjoyable Christmas which we hope will allow more contact with 

friends and family than last year, and a happy and successful 2022.  

WODC Cllrs Julian Cooper and Elizabeth Poskitt  

https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/flooding/how-to-prepare-for-flooding/
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/environment/flooding/how-to-prepare-for-flooding/
https://www.oxfordshirefloodtoolkit.com/

