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Report of District Councillors for Bladon, Blenheim and Woodstock 

to Woodstock Town Council Tuesday September 14th 2021 

 
Ubico.  

Ubico, the environmental and waste collection service of which WODC is a shareholder, circulated 

an update in August on its activities over the pat six months. Gloucester City Council has now 

become the eighth shareholder of  Ubico (the others being Gloucester County Council, WODC, 

Cotswold DC, Forest of Dean DC, Stroud DC, Cheltenham Borough Council and Tewkesbury Borough 

Council. 

As a consequence of Gloucester City joining Ubico, a number of new refuse collection vehicles have 

been purchased with the smart technologies used on the newer Ubico vehicles which enable the 

carbon footprint of the services to be reduced. These technologies have been in use in Cotswold DC 

since earlier this year and in June 2021 it was estimated the technology saved 5.97 tonnes of carbon 

being emitted into the environment and saved an average of £86.76 per vehicle. The technology will 

gradually roll out in other councils. Drivers receive training at the Ubico Training Centre which has 

been running since 2020 but the technology in the vehicles also provides cab feedback on the target 

Energy Efficiency Driving Index, coaching the drivers whilst they are doing their rounds.  

Ubico summarises what was achieved between April 2020 and March 2021 including:  

collecting : 

80,941 tonnes of general waste; 

22,382 tonnes of food waste; 

39,382 tonnes of garden waste; 

55,394 tonnes of dry recyclables.  

This was carried out for the 256,497 properties across West Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire with 

99.92% accuracy and amounting to 33,589,920 collections. In addition, there were 1350 street 

cleansing and litter clearing requests; 5379 fly tipping requests; and 350 animal associated requests. 

There is no elaboration of what is involved in this last request item.  

 

Afghani refugees 

We suggested WODC might consider encouraging Cottsway to offer vacant properties at Ryegrass as 

temporary accommodation for people – probably only individuals or small families would be suitable 

- from Afghanistan. It would seem preferable to hotel accommodation once their quarantine is over. 

Whilst the suggestion was appreciated, it is clear that the national policy and the local policy on 

dispersal of Afghanis are still being developed. For those who are wondering who the current ‘new’ 

occupants of Ryegrass are, it seems that Cottsway use a security firm to place employees in some of 

the properties so as to protect the buildings from being vandalised. 

 

Electoral Register.  
Householders should have received a letter indicating the names on the Electoral Register for their 
addresses. If the people indicated remain those already on the list, no action is needed. It is 
important however that where the people of voting age within the household and not registered 
elsewhere have increased or names have changed or residents have died or just moved away, it is 
important that the changes are indicated either by returning the form or through the webpages by 
going to Go to https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. Even if you are a foreign national you may be 
eligible to vote in local elections although not in national elections.    
 

https://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote


 
 
Net Zero Carbon Toolkit for new builds. 
Together with the Forest of Dean District and Cotswold District Council and funded by Local 
Government Association Housing Advisors Programme, WODC has produced a Net Zero Carbon 
Toolkit for construction of low-carbon, low-energy homes. The Toolkit includes measures needed to 
make future sustainable homes for those planning to build a new property or an extension, or to 
make significant changes to existing homes, but it also provides advice on items such as solar panels 
and heat pumps which could help improve sustainability in existing homes. Go to: 
https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/media/2ddb125k/netzero-carbon-toolkit.pdf  
This is all part of WODC’s desire to improve sustainability district wide and to work towards Zero 
Carbon by 2030. The Council’s Climate Action Biannual Report can be viewed on the Council 
webpages by going to the Meetings pages and the Council meeting of July 28th where the report and 
the appendix on action to promote biodiversity occupy pages 74 -88.   

 
Keith Butler 

A leaving reception attended by many past and present Councillors and officers of WODC and 

Publica joined in a farewell reception for Keith Butler who left WODC on September 3rd. Keith had 

been with WODC for over 30 years and in that time acted as Returning Officer for over 500 elections 

with, for him, a record number (?15) in 2016. Being Returning Officer was only one of Keith’s many 

duties but that role alone has proved an impressive achievement. He will be greatly missed in West 

Oxfordshire.  

 

WODC Cllrs Julian Cooper & Elizabeth Poskitt 

https://www.westoxon.gov.uk/media/2ddb125k/netzero-carbon-toolkit.pdf

