WTC090321 Item 4(iii)

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
ON TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY 2021
HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr M Parkinson (Mayor)
Cllr P Jay
Cllr U Parkinson
Cllr S Rasch
Cllr T Redpath

Cllr A Grant (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr J Cooper
Cllr S Parnes
Cllr E Poskitt
Cllr P Redpath

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: C Carruthers (Clerk), CCllr I Hudspeth and 14 members of the public.
Cllr M Parkinson called the meeting to a minutes silence in honour of Sir Captain Tom Moore
WTC236/21

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

WTC237/21

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST:

Cllr A Grant

Item 9(i): Personal interest as she is the Secretary of the Youth
Club

Cllr E Poskitt

Item 10 Planning: Personal interest as she is a member of WODC.

Cllr J Cooper

Item 10 Planning: Personal interest as he is a member of WODC Planning SubCommittee.
Item 10(i) Planning: Prejudicial interest as he lives opposite the property
under discussion in the application.

WTC238/21

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:

Christine Lea addressed the meeting asking how WTC will notify the public in relation to Blenheim’s
planning application 21/00217/OUT – Banbury Road, Woodstock.
A hard copy of the update is available (on request via the Clerk) for anyone who would like a copy.
WTC239/21

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2021 and the
MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORIDINARY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 26th JANUARY 2021:

Cllr M Parkinson proposed (upon request by C Carruthers), and seconded by Cllr S Parnes
“the minutes of the 12th January be brought back to the March meeting for approval”
C Carruthers noted that she had received several notes from Cllrs asking for amendments and was
unable to action these before the current meeting.
Cllr T Redpath stated that she saw nothing wrong with the minutes and that they reflected everything
she recalled from the meeting.
VOTE: For:

4

Cllrs J Cooper, U Parkinson, S Parnes, E Poskitt.

Against:

4

Cllrs P Redpath, T Redpath, S Rasch, P Jay.

Abstaining:

2

Cllrs A Grant, M Parkinson.
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RESOLVED: The Mayor used his casting vote to carry the motion.
Cllr T Redpath proposed, and seconded by Cllr P Redpath that
“both sets of minutes are approved as written by the Clerk”
Cllr S Parnes requested that it be noted that no amendments were invited to be allowed in the above
motion.
VOTE:

For:

6

Cllrs T Redpath, P Redpath, U Parkinson, A Grant
P Jay, S Rasch.

Against:

3

Cllrs E Poskitt, J Cooper, S Parnes.

Abstaining:

1

M Parkinson.

RESOLVED: The motion was carried.
WTC240/21
i.

REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK:

Watermeadows update:
Following on from the last TC meeting, Wychwood organised for a contractor to clear the tress debris
towards the top end near the grate and close to the Brook Hill houses. C Carruthers advised that more
days will be needed and has asked for day rate quotes from other local contractors (who are also
familiar with the Watermeadows) along with their availability so we can arrange for further visits.
In addition to this, two contractors are quoting for the Mill Stream bank repairs, they are aware of the
urgency and the need for this to take place in this financial year.
C Carruthers reassured the members that a meeting involving all authorities, companies and residents
will take place, she is however waiting for the EA and OCC to confirm their availability.
ii.

Tree Survey’s
Quotations have been received from three companies, one was on Sunday, this was insufficient time
to review at this meeting, and this item will be brought back to March’s meeting.

iii.

Town Hall works – replacement of toilets
C Carruthers authorised Breckon and Breckon to proceed with the refurbishment of the TH toilets, the
works are scheduled to start on the 3rd March and last around 3 weeks. This will ensure that the
money is spent out of this years (2020-21) budget, where it has been precepted.

iv.

VAT Exemption review
DCK Accounting Ltd have been instructed to undertake a VAT audit for partial exemption. They are
sector recognised by HMRC, assessors. The cost for this review is £190.00, C Carruthers agreed the
expenditure under her Clerks delegated spending powers. The RFO is dealing direct with them and will
report back once it is concluded.

v.

WTC External Communication to the community
Following up on several comments by residents along with monitoring the “We Love Woodstock”
Facebook page and the frustration felt by the Brook Hill residents, following the Dec 2020 flooding, it
has become apparent that he TC falls slightly short on communicating urgent and important business
to the community.
The TC has a website which is regularly updated and maintained by the TC’s admin staff but it is clear
that people tend to lean more towards social media for sourcing information.
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It was confirmed that a motion, to build a TC designed Facebook Page, had already been passed
through Council and it was felt that now is the time to go ahead, build and go live with it.
The Clerk and Chairman will be the only people to have administration rights to the page, and it is to
be used purely for posting important information and notices.
Construction of the page will start towards the end of this month.
WTC241/21

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE:

The monthly Parish report from CCllr I Hudspeth was received by Council without question or
comment. CCllr Ian Hudspeth noted the budget proposed at OCC. Cllr A Grant asked about the
Elections in May, she enquired whether they would be going ahead, and the amount of nominations
that is required to stand for election (2 for Town Council and 10 for District). CCllr I Hudspeth believes
that they will only need two, he said the important thing is that people have the democratic right to
vote for who represents them and this has already been delayed by a year due to COVID-19. He said
the real drive is the democratic drive held over from 2020, he said it is really important that this takes
place. He suggested that a postal vote will be the best way forward.
Cllr S Parnes asked the cutoff date for postponing the election, CCllr I Hudspeth said it is late in the
day, towards the end of March.
The District Councillors’ report was received by Council. Cllr J cooper added that the district had
announced that were not using Ryegrass this year as a polling station and are looking for alternative
venues. Cllr E Poskitt reported on the 20mph speed limits. She noted that WTC have always supported
20mph on the A44 through Woodstock and an enforceable 20 mph on the A4095 in the curving narrow
stretch through Bladon. Given the current climate of encouraging and promoting walking and cycling,
proposing 20mph limits on specific sections of already existing roads may be given more attention than in
the past. Cllr E Poskitt and Cllr J Cooper proposed a motion to be heard under item 9 of the agenda.
WTC242/21

COMMUNICATIONS:
There were no communications presented to Council.

WTC243/21

QUESTIONS:

Cllr S Parnes asked the following in accordance with Standing Order 8
A popular property lettings website used routinely by the Town Council’s property agents and
advisors has been listing a vacancy of a Town Council commercial property at Park Street and the
contents note the listing was “Added on 16/11/202”. An excerpt from the publicly advertised listing
accompanied the circulation to members. Question, in order not to circulate the full online listing
appears to contain a possible data breach. Based on the referenced published advertisement, please
can clarifications be provided openly to Council in relation to:
i.
ii.
iii.

As the property vacancy listing is indicated to have been “Added on 16/11/2020, why was no
update subsequently provided at December or January Town Council meetings.
If the Agents achieve the published (extraordinary) advertised rent of £14,000 per month or
£3,231 per week, then can constituents expect a Council Tax precept rebate?
Can the Council be assured that all images in the referenced listing on behalf of Woodstock Town
Council does not contain a data breach?

Cllr A Grant replied that it had been an obvious mistake by the online listing provider and that WTC did
not get involved with the publishing of adverts. Cllr M Parkinson replied to section iii, that this is
carried out by the property agents and online listing provider, so no responsibility of WTC.
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WTC244/21
i.

MOTIONS PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL:
Woodstock Town Council notes contents of Blenheim’s recently published
Cllr S Parnes proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr M Parkinson

“The Town Council RESOLVES that: “Woodstock Town Council notes contents of Blenheim’s recently
published ‘Annual Update 2020’ as distributed to letterboxes throughout the Town ( also online at
https://www.blenheim.org/assets/files/downloads/annual-update-2020.pdf ) and in particular
recognises with admiration and appreciation the generosity of Blenheim Bursary contributions to
numerous groups and services benefitting local and neighbouring residents of all ages and
backgrounds, including among others WUFA, Woodstock Youth Club, Girl Guides Woodstock,
Sustainable Woodstock, and Citizens Advice.
The Council also formally acknowledges the notable care, communication and logistical efforts
undertaken by Blenheim staff and management towards enhancing safety and COVID-security in
making Palatial open spaces and other resources available, for Woodstock residents to enjoy during
the difficult and challenging pandemic. The Council is grateful for Blenheim’s generous support to our
Community and constituency during the past year.”
Cllr Grant proposed the motion be amended to the following, seconded by Cllr U Parkinson.
“The Town Council RESOLVES that: “Woodstock Town Council notes contents of Blenheim’s recently
published ‘Annual Update 2020’ as distributed to letterboxes throughout the Town ( also online at
https://www.blenheim.org/assets/files/downloads/annual-update-2020.pdf ) and in particular
recognises with admiration and appreciation the generosity of Blenheim Bursary contributions to
numerous groups and services benefitting local and neighbouring residents of all ages and
backgrounds, including among others WUFA, Woodstock Youth Club, Girl Guides Woodstock,
Sustainable Woodstock, and Citizens Advice. And also extend this thanks to all the Woodstock
Community companies, Societies, Clubs, WODC and individual that helped financially for the good of
the Woodstock Community
The Council also formally acknowledges the notable care, communication and logistical efforts
undertaken by Blenheim staff and management towards enhancing safety and COVID-security in
making Palatial open spaces and other resources available, for Woodstock residents to enjoy during
the difficult and challenging pandemic. The Council is grateful for Blenheim’s generous support to our
Community and constituency during the past year.”
The basis of her amendment is that she does not believe it is for this council to cherry pick a grant or
funding body supporting the Woodstock Community.
Being very involved with fundraising to build the new Youth Club she assured the Council that many
other companies, Societies, Clubs, individual and in fact WODC supported this fund raising effort for
the young people of Woodstock and surrounding villages. Whether small or large amounts they are all
significant in supporting the Woodstock Community, she went on to say that, she could not support
this motion selecting just one of the generous donators and propose an amendment to this motion
that it includes all the donators that support our community.
Cllr S Parnes did not accept the amendment and requested a named vote on both the amendment
and the motion.
A vote was taken on the amendment.
VOTE:

For:

6

Cllrs A Grant, U Parkinson, M Parkinson
P Redpath, S Rasch, S Parnes.
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Against:

2

Cllrs J Cooper, P Jay.

Abstaining:

2

Cllrs T Redpath, E Poskitt.

RESOLVED: The motion was carried
A vote was taken on the full motion including the amendment.
VOTE:

For:

8

Cllrs A Grant, U Parkinson, M Parkinson
S Rasch, S Parnes, E Poskitt, P Jay, J Cooper.

Against:

2

Cllrs T Redpath, P Redpath.

Abstaining:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried

ii.

That WTC write to OCC to work together to promote a 20mph zone.
Cllr E Poskitt proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr J Cooper.
“That WTC requests OCC to work with the WTC to promote a 20mph enforceable zone throughout the
main residential areas of Woodstock, that is: on the A44 between the Hensington Gate and Rosamund
Drive; on the Shipton Road beginning as it currently does before the Marlborough estate but
continuing along Shipton Road to Hensington Road; a further imposition from the junction of Banbury
Road with Hensington Road stretching towards town. A further restriction should cover the whole of
the Hensington estate from the junction of Cadogan Park with the A44. All the side roads and built up
areas enclosed by these restrictions including the town west of the A44 and Brook Hill/Green Lane
area should be included”.
VOTE:

For:

7

Against:

3

Abstained:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried.

WTC245/21

PLANNING:

Council considered the following applications, and their responses are shown below: Cllr M Parkinson moved to take application 20/03367/HDD – 34 Crecy Hill to the end of the meeting,
as Cllr J Cooper has a declared interest.

i.

APPLICATION NO: 20/03534/FUL - 15 Bear Close Woodstock Oxfordshire
Erection of a dwelling
RESOLVED: Objection – on the grounds of policy H6 of the local plan. The application will
clearly affect the parking availability and have an overdevelopment bearing on neighbouring
properties.

ii.

APPLICATION NO: 20/03520/ADV - Kings Arms Hotel 19 Market Street Woodstock
Replacement sign work to public house/hotel
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RESOLVED: Objection – the Town Council expressed concern that the location of the proposed
lights will create lighting pollution affecting the area and wildlife.

iii.

REFERENCE NO: 21/00217/OUT - Land North Of Banbury Road Woodstock
Outline application with all matters reserved except for means of access for up to
250 dwellings with community space and car barns together with associated works.
RESOLVED: Objection – The Town Council vigorously objects to this application on the ground
of the planning policies EW9, EW5(e), EH7, T3, E6. In addition to these breaches in policies the
Town Council wish WODC to note comments made in the Inspectors report on the WODC
Local plan, the excerpt being “In the light of the Advice report the Council has proposed
further modification to policy EW1e to ensure that housing is focused away from the western
part of the site and to restrict its overall capacity to around 180 dwellings, even lower than the
report’s suggested figure of 220. This is an appropriately cautious approach, given the
importance of ensuring that development of the site would minimize any possible harm to the
setting of the WHS/Registered Park and Gardens. The policy wording of “around 180
dwellings” would not definitively rule out a proposal for more dwellings if it could be
convincingly demonstrated that this would not cause significant harm”. The Inspector went on
to say, various sites submitted expressed concern at the overdevelopment of the historic town
of Woodstock be a maximum of 600 houses. We therefore challenge also challenge the
quantity of 250 houses, taking the total amount currently applied for to 730 houses in
Woodstock.
There is inadequate recognition of the difficulties/dangers created by the points of access for
the site, during both the construction phase and the ongoing footfall and traffic once residents
have occupied the properties. The bridleway which goes along Green Lane and into which the
Green Lane access point will flow is 413/6/10. The National Cycle Route 5 (Reading to Chester
but in this section Oxford to Banbury) also goes down New Road, hits Shipton Road more or
less where it junctions with Banbury Road and then proceeds down Green Lane and along
Green Lane towards Banbury. Increased traffic due to the development and particularly with
heavy goods vehicles whilst the site is under construction will impact severely on these foot
and cycle paths. Further footpaths along Banbury Road are absent on one or both sides for
much of the route. If it is planned that children will walk or cycle to school – which would
seem likely due to the closeness of the site – there would have to be MAJOR pavement
construction along the whole of the Banbury Road within Woodstock and this would in my
view necessitate narrowing the road itself significantly.
If the doctors’ surgery is redeveloped on this site, this will lead to considerable increase in daytime traffic including occasional ambulances as the site will be remote for many of the ‘not so
well’ of Woodstock to walk to the site, let alone those patients coming from Stonesfield,
Combe, Tackley and other surrounding villages (we are told these non-Woodstock residents
are two thirds of the practice) who would have a significant walk from any bus stop. As we
understand the surgery if developed here will be in the north-western part of the site, access
would seem likely through the Green Lane entrance further creating interference with
bridleway and cycle path.
WTC believes access to the Green Lane entrance via Hensington Road or Shipton Road or
Brook Hill will be full of hazard – not good. Unless coming from the Banbury end, the Banbury
Road access has problems. It is disturbingly close to the corner in the road. Also, the idea of
having replacement parking either side of the access point seems daft: it will obstruct views of
the road. Why else is parking illegal adjacent to a zebra crossing if not to avoid the situation of
a parked car blocking the view both for traffic and for pedestrians.
124

WTC090321 Item 4(iii)
There must be a detailed construction traffic management plan agreed with WODC and WTC
before any construction begins.
iv.

APPLICATION NO: 20/03532/HHD - 38 Shipton Road Woodstock Oxfordshire
Erection of single storey front and side extensions and a two storey rear extension,
together with loft conversion to create additional living space.
RESOLVED: Object – The proposed application is overbearing for surrounding properties and
the access for builders and construction is not suitable.

WTC244/21

REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER – JANUARY 2021:

i.

The Council resolved that the list of payments totalling £80,300.18 made in the month of
January 2021 - The Council RESOLVED to approve the payments in January 2021.

ii.

To approve the Bank Reconciliation statement to 31st January 2021 – The Council
RESOLVED to approve the Bank Reconciliation for January 2021.

iii.

To receive and consider the summary and detailed income & expenditure statements for
December 2020 – The Council NOTED the Income and Expenditure statements, recording that
the donation to the Air Ambulance is taken from the Mayor’s Charity budget.

Cllr P Jay proposed and seconded by Cllr M Parkinson the motion that the Town Council approve the
statements i-iii above.
Cllr S Parnes questioned the payment for the Cemetery Extension in regard to it fitting with in the
original approved contract. Cllr A Grant assured the members that the £45,000 net figures had been
approved.
The motion was taken to a vote, with Cllr S Parnes requesting it be named.
VOTE:

For:

9

Cllrs A Grant, U Parkinson, M Parkinson, T Redpath,
S Rasch, P Redpath, E Poskitt, P Jay, J Cooper.

Against:

1

Cllr S Parnes.

Abstaining:

0

RESOLVED: the motion was carried.
iv.

The Council reviewed Effectiveness of the Internal Control paper, they RESOLVED to adopt the
paper. Cllr S Parnes noted that he was not confident that all controls were being
implemented regarding contracts.
VOTE: For:

v.

9

Against:

1

Abstained:

0

To receive the Fixed Asset Register for 2020-21 and note the additions for 2020-21, they
RESOLVED the register, but noted that it needed reviewing in the new year. C Carruthers
advised that the insurance contract was coming to end and part of the review and new tender
would incorporate a revaluation of the TC’s fixed assets.
VOTE: For:

10

Against:
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Abstained:

0
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vi.

To review and approve the Risk Assessment for 2020-21. It was RESOLVED to adopt and
approve the Risk Assessment for 2020-2021. Cllr S Parnes raised the concern that a resolution
made in 2018 regarding GDPR had not been implement, he would therefore have to record is
vote against the adoption of the assessment.
VOTE: For:

(vii)

Against:

1

Abstained:

0

The Members received the External Audit report for 2019-20, they noted that it had been
signed off with no comments. The AGAR External Audit report was approved for 2019-20.
VOTE: For:

WTC245/21

9

10

Against:

0

Abstained:

0

IT PROVIDERS AND SOFTWARE PACKAGES:

The Council had invited three IT providers to tender for moving the TC’s IT onto a cloud based server,
along with hosting the domain names and the mailboxes.
Two companies had returned quotation, one of whom is the TC’s current provider.
Company A

Company B

One Off Setting Up Fee

£ 375.00

£ 1780.00

Monthly Fee’s

£ 236.34

£ 343.60

£ 0.00

£ 500.00

Configuration of laptops

Cllr M Parkinson proposed, seconded by Cllr A Grant that the TC accept Company A.
RESOLVED: the motion was carried.

WTC246/21

PROPERTY PORTFOLIO:

Cllr A Grant circulated a Property report. The report was noted and she reconfirmed that the toilets in
the Town Hall are being replaced, starting the first week in March.
WTC247/21

i.

PLANNING: Cllr J Cooper left the meeting.
APPLICATION NO: 20/03367/HHD - 34 Crecy Walk Woodstock Oxfordshire
Erection of a two storey front extension along with single and two storey rear
extensions to include alterations to facade. Extended dropped kerb for additional
off-street parking.
RESOLVED: No Objection

The meeting closed at 9:40pm

Chair:

Date:
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
THE WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
ON TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2021
HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr M Parkinson (Mayor)
Cllr P Jay
Cllr U Parkinson
Cllr S Rasch
Cllr T Redpath

Cllr A Grant (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr J Cooper
Cllr S Parnes
Cllr E Poskitt
Cllr P Redpath

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: C Carruthers (Clerk), CCllr I Hudspeth, Neil Clennell (Wychwood Project) and 16
members of the public.
WTC219/21

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

WTC220/21

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST:

Cllr U Parkinson

Item 6: Fallen tree

Cllr E Poskitt

Item 11 Planning: Personal interest as she is a member of WODC.
Item 6: Trees: Currently using TCT Ltd for her willow trees.

Cllr J Cooper

Item 11 Planning: Personal interest as he is a member of
WODC Planning Sub-Committee.

WTC221/21

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:

Ed Creasey of 51 Brook Hill and James Pain of 37 Brook Hill addressed the meeting in relation to
residents report circulated following the floods of the 24th December 2020.
A hard copy of the update is available (on request via the Clerk) for anyone who would like a copy.
WTC222/21

WATERMEADOWS FLOODING:

Cllr M Parkinson proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr S Parnes
“Woodstock Town Council agrees to request a ‘post mortem’ of this particularly significant flood
incident be carried out by an identified, appropriately qualified body to ascertain if possible what the
cause(s) of the flooding could have been and identify ways in which Woodstock Town Council as
property owners can act in order to minimise the risk or prevent this type of flooding occurring
again”.
C Carruthers read aloud the following email from James Crozier OCC’s Emergency Planning Officer
OCC Highways:
From a highways point of view, many of the issues experienced over that period were as a result of
water flowing from adjacent land in addition to full water courses so our highway drains in many
cases would not have had anywhere to discharge into. Our highways team were not aware of any
requests for sandbags, although this may have gone to WODC. Generally, our highways team will
supply to properties that are at risk of imminent flooding from highway surface water
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predominantly. Issues with flooding from water courses are generally referred to the EA. The water
course which caused difficulties is managed by the environment agency and so you may wish to have
a conversation with the EA about this.
Environment agency:
Rainfall
The nearest rainfall gauge currently working correctly is at Chipping Norton, and this recorded
43.7mm of rainfall on 23/12/20. Other nearby gauges recorded 60mm of rain. This is very significant
rainfall, especially over such a short period, and caused property flooding elsewhere in Oxfordshire
and Gloucestershire. There was further rainfall as a result of Storm Bella on Boxing Day. Overall the
catchment recorded 192% of the average long term rainfall in December. This gauge also recorded
100mm of rain during Storm Alex at the start of October and this is relevant for the antecedent
conditions mentioned below.
Levels
Levels peaked at 6:20am on 24/12. The gauge recorded the river being out of banks from late
morning on 23/12/20, and it is still just out of banks, although there may also be significant lying
water remaining in fields. This peak was the same level as seen in October following storm Alex.
Flood alert
Our flood alerts warn of rivers coming out of banks where internal property flooding is not expected.
Internal property flooding is defined as flooding of homes, and this doesn’t include outbuildings,
garden buildings, or detached garages. We issue flood warnings where internal property flooding is
expected. We have no records of any internal property flooding in Woodstock which accords with
the emails in the chain below.
The flood alert covers the whole of the Glyme and Evenlode catchment so may reflect flooding
elsewhere in the catchment. The alert was issued at 08:22 on 23/12/20 and remains in force.
Antecedent conditions
A flood alert was issued on 3/10/20 following the significant amount of rainfall received during Storm
Alex. In October more than 200% of the long term average rainfall was recorded, and as a result the
catchment was saturated and there was no capacity in the soil from the end of October.
OCC Emergency Planning Unit
As you mentioned, we forwarded the flood warnings to you and you posted these on your website.
We can also offer support around writing community emergency plans and providing community
resilience bags for vulnerable households in the town area.
Thames Water
Our colleagues at Thames Water have attempted to contact you regarding the manhole cover which
is damaged. If you could liaise with James Lamb (cc’d) then a team can attend and inspect the cover.
Neil Clennell (Wychwood Project) advised that the site is a water meadow and has worked
adequately in the past. At the time the current houses were built they were just outside the 1in200
flood zone, which was deemed safe. There also used to be a 3rd channel for water to disperse. The
fundamental problem is with the Brook Hill 1m concrete pipelines that exit at the lake which are not
enough after such a volume water. There is planning to tidy it up and remediate the problems with
the banks. They do try and clear the area on a regular basis and on several visits the grills have been
clear. General maintenance is undertaken by them, but the large jobs are sub-contracted out. In
terms of going forward, Neil is happy to discuss how the water meadow is managed if required. Neil
does not accept that anything that they have done has any significant changes of the flood pattern or
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pulse, this was just a very big event over the South of England. Environment Agency and County
Council need to be involved to discuss the issue with the channels.
Cllr M Parkinson has asked for a separate meeting to discuss the issues raised. Neil has agreed for
another further meeting (with a final conclusion to be meeting the issues made). There are
significant ecological reasons for why and how the land is managed all of which can be explained.
Cllr E Poskitt raises the point of having an emergency plan for any future such events.
Cllr T Redpath would like to suggest that the role of WTC is to facilitate a conversation with the
Environment Agency, Blenheim and OCC and then discuss with residents what can be done in the
future and as climate changes occur (i.e., barriers/raising banks). Cllr P Redpath reminds us that one
of the grills has been removed which did make a difference. The Mill Stream and ditch by Green Lane
have been filled in therefore removing the run-offs. There is some personal responsibility to be taken
by the residents due to landscape and building changes.
Motion raised by Cllr M Parkinson amended to
“Woodstock Town Council agrees to request a ‘post mortem’ of the flooding event with a detailed
dissection of the specific details and to prevent any dramatic impact in the future with the input of
expert advice and all relevant parties on the matter”
RESOLVED: The motion was carried with all in favour. C Carruthers to arrange a further discussion
with Neil Clennell of Wychwood. Cllr P Jay has requested that Cllr M Parkinson responds to all
residents who have communicated to the council by letter/email.
WTC223/21

MINUTES OF THE BUDGET SETTING MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 15th DECEMBER 2020:

The Council resolved that the minutes of the meeting on Tuesday 15th December 2020 were a true
record of the meeting with the following amendments: C Carruthers has asked for the public participation to be removed from the record, and replaced with
Mrs Hilary Brown of Sustainable Woodstock, addressed the meeting in regard to the Grants.
A hard copy of the update is available (on request via the Clerk) for anybody who would like a copy.

Page 105

Suspension of SO3B1
Cllr M Parkinson

Cllr E Poskitt reduce the motion paragraph as agreed with

Page 107

WTC210/20

paragraph 2 line 4 - add are, ‘they are…’

WTC224/21

REPORT FROM THE TOWN CLERK:

i.

Solar Farm Planning App 20/01817/FUL
Cllr Parnes requested this be brought back to Full Council at January’s meeting, the application is
approved by WODC but he would like us to review WTC’s Resolution and the original Town Council's
decision but also whether the conditions meet WTC's submissions.

ii.

Green Spaces – Neighbourhood Plan
Troy Planning have instructed WODC to start the SEA/HRA Screening of the plan, once we have
reached Reg 14 they will then come back to us with a consultation response, this can hopefully run
concurrently avoiding delays. The plan then goes out for 5 weeks consultation with Environment
Agency, Historic England and Natural England.
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iii.

Flower Tubs – War Memorial
Cllr E Poskitt has requested the below quote for work to be done in the garden at the War Memorial
in her role as member of Bloom. David Doherty is familiar with the War Memorial garden as he
tidies up this garden at specific times of the year, such as before Remembrance Sunday and has
kindly supplied the below quotation which I am happy to approve under my delegated powers.
“Remove 2 Berberis, 2 Potentillas, 2 Conifers and all of the Ivy
The total cost is £248.00.
I suggest that we do the work before the end of February to avoid problems with birds nesting”.

iv.

Tree Survey 2020
The survey has been circulated to Boward Trees, Dowdeswell and Colin Briggs requesting them to
quote for undertaking the High and Medium risk works.
To date I have received 1 quotation back from Boward, I have chased the other two and will give
them until the end of the month.

v.

Collapse Tree Tag No. 320 - Field maple at New Road recreation ground
The week between Christmas and New Year the above tree fell during the high winds into the garden
of 15 Cadagon Park. After trying our three normal contacts, I instructed Town & Country Trees to
attend and remove the tree. They have subsequently come back with the attached quotation to
finish off the area and make safe.
I am happy to approve this under my delegated powers, but wish to notify the Council of the work.

vi.

Urgent Business
As per the Government Guidelines the Officers are working from home or attending the Town Hall at
limited intervals. I would like to request that business during the Council meetings are kept to urgent
business and that any matters that can wait, are left until we are operating in more of a normal
capacity. I have attached the notice from 21st April 2020 as a reminder.

WTC225/21

COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE:

The monthly Parish report from CCllr I Hudspeth was received by Council without question or
comment. CCllr Ian Hudspeth had circulated his thoughts regarding the current pandemic situation
and the budget which is going to cabinet next with and the meeting on the 9th February. Cllr A Grant
raised concerns about residents who have been in contact regarding getting to Islip for Covid-19
vaccinations and therefore is there anything that can be done in respect of advertising the free car
service available. The GP surgery need to be informed to advertise more prominently. Cllr A Grant
will give C Carruthers the contact number to be circulated to all members of the council if residents
do get in touch. Cllr E Poskitt also suggested residents can use the ‘Volunteer Link Up’ (which does
charge by the mile). Also, ‘Better Care Fund’ used to join up health, care and social services which
means more people can recuperate at home. Cllr J Cooper asked about using Kidlington vacant
buildings as vaccination centre, CCllr I Hudspeth confirms that it is completely the NHS who decide
on locations without consultation. Cllr S Parnes asked about parking charges in the OCC area for
keyworkers etc. CCllr I Hudspeth confirms charges were suspended in the previous lockdown but at
the moment there is no plan to bring this back and also that enforcement is still being actioned for
the necessary.
The District Councillors’ report was received by Council. Cllr M Parkinson has had concerns from
residents that the recycling bins are to be removed. Cllr J Cooper confirms that the bin is to be
removed but after a consultation only. It would also allow for more parking. Cllr E Poskitt also
reported that most of the items can be recycled in domestic bins. It will be assessed and monitored
and reinstated if required. Cllr P Jay asks about the parking and the WTC parking policy (instated 2-3
years ago) for stricter enforcement and resident parking plan. Cllr J Cooper has discussed this matter
in detail with WODC and would raise the matter again at the WODC Council meeting the next week.
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WTC226/21

COMMUNICATIONS:
There were no communications presented to Council.

WTC227/21

QUESTIONS:
There were no questions presented to Council.

WTC228/21

MOTIONS PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL:

(i) Resumption of Online Availability of Meeting Background Papers and Reports:
Cllr S Parnes proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr M Parkinson
“Woodstock Town Council RESOLVES that: “In view of the intensified emergency restrictions
(commonly perceived as a third lockdown) imposed in January - and towards supporting
enhanced public access, convenience, accessibility, timeliness, and transparency – the Town Clerk
is requested to resume the Town Hall’s recent practice of posting background papers and reports
alongside Agendas online with the statutory three clear delays before each meeting in accordance with the prescribed time in which Council Members are expected to routinely receive these
documents. The Council acknowledges with appreciation the Town Hall staff’s previous efforts to
facilitate the online availability of these documents and requests the practice continue until and
including the beginning of the next municipal year (ie), the May Annual Town Council and May
Town Council Meetings) at which time a presumed newly elected full-Council can take a view on
continuity of it.”
Cllr A Grant requested the strikethrough of the above section of the motion. She proposed the
addition of the below paragraph. Cllr Parnes accepted the deletion as above, but did not accept the
proposed amendment. He noted that the addition should be treated as a motion in its own right and
not be added as a justification for it not being submitted within the specified timescale for it to be
added to the Agenda.
Cllr A Grant proposed the members vote on the acceptance of the amendment, seconded by Cllr J
Cooper.
“WTC agrees that Agenda items will be restricted to the need of necessity and not include non
essential items during the extraordinary conditions our staff is having to work under. This will be
under the Clerks jurisdiction whose decision will be final”
VOTE (on amendment):

For:

9

Against:

1

Abstained:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried, and the amendment included.
A vote for the proposed motion including the amendment was taken, Cllr S Parnes requested a
named vote:
VOTE:

For:

5

Cllrs A Grant, J Cooper, U Parkinson, S Parnes, M Parkinson.

Against:

3

Cllrs P Redpath, S Rasch, P Jay.

Abstaining:

2

Cllrs E Poskitt, P Redpath.

RESOLVED: The motion was carried
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(ii) Co-option for Current Casual Vacancies:
Cllr S Parnes proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr M Parkinson

Woodstock Town Council RESOLVES: “Noting the two recently arising casual vacancies in
the Town Council Membership, and the legislated and practical opportunity to co-opt in
the remainder of the current 4-year term, towards heightened opportunity for wide representation the Council requests Town Hall progression of the Co-option Policy process
without delay, with a view to enabling any applications to be considered in time for a
new Councillor to take office for the February meeting (even if an ETC will be required
for this purpose).”
VOTE:

For:

1

Cllrs, S Parnes, M Parkinson.

Against:

3

Cllrs P Redpath, S Rasch, P Jay, A Grant, J Cooper,
U Parkinson, T Redpath, M Parkinson.

Abstaining:

2

Cllrs E Poskitt.

RESOLVED: The motion was not carried.

(iii) Christmas Lights in Woodstock
Cllr M Parkinson proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr A Grant
“Woodstock Town Council resolves to formally approach Blenheim Estates and in turn their
supplier of the ‘Christmas Lights Trail’ to discuss whether they would be able to aid in the
decoration of the Town for the next festive period”.
VOTE:

For:

10

Against:

0

Abstained:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried.

(iv) Open Air Gym
Cllr M Parkinson proposed the following motion seconded by Cllr A Grant

“1) Woodstock Town Council investigates the initial and maintenance costs of an open air gym
from (if possible ) 3 companies with a view to putting this into the budget for 2022. This may
come back to the council for confirmation at a later date.
2) Woodstock Town Council consults with WODC and other relevant parties to ascertain an
appropriate location for an open air gym to be established on Town Council land. This may
come back to council for confirmation at a later date”.
VOTE: For:

8

Against:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried
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Abstained:

2
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WTC229/21

PLANNING:

Council considered the following applications, and their responses are shown below: i.

Ref: APPLICATION NO: 20/03057/HHD – 26 Banbury Road, Woodstock
Alterations and erection of single storey rear and side extension
RESOLVED: that WTC have no objection to this application.

ii.

Ref: APPLICATION NO: 34 Westland Way, Woodstock
2 storey side extension and alterations to existing building
RESOLVED: that WTC have no objection to this application.

WTC230/21
i.

REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER – JANUARY 2021:
To approve the list of payments totalling £17,645.57 made in the month of December 2020 - The
Council RESOLVED to approve the payments in December 2020.
C Carruthers requests that the RFO no longer uses personal names when processing payments,
only to use job descriptions/reason for payment/business names.

ii.

To approve the Bank Reconciliation statement to 23rd December 2020 – The Council RESOLVED
to approve the Bank Reconciliation for December 2020

iii.

To receive and consider the summary and detailed income & expenditure statements for
December 2020 – The Council NOTED the Income and Expenditure statements without query or
comment.

Cllr P Jay proposed and seconded by Cllr M Parkinson the motion that the Town Council approve the
statements i-iii above.
VOTE: For:

10

Against:

0

Abstained:

0

RESOLVED: The motion was carried.
iv.

WTC231/21

To receive and approve the Budget review report and spreadsheet – The Council resolved to
approve the Budget Review. Cllr P Jay raises the point of tax from the residents have not been
spent in full, mainly due to the pandemic and this does need to be addressed by year end.
PROPERTY PORTFOLIO:

Cllr A Grant circulated a Property report detailing the below:
i.

2 Market Street Retail Unit
The new tenant has agreed the heads of terms but are now deciding what names should be put
on the leases as it is a business partnership, it is hoped this will soon be confirmed.

ii.

4 Market Street
The new tenant moved into the flat on the 1st January 2021.

iii.

2&4 Market Street
The Sub Water Meters will be fitted to mid January to these properties.

iv.

Community Centre Car Park
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Breckon and Breckon will obtain quotes for the work on the Car Park and hopefully work will
commence in early spring

The meeting closed at 9:24pm

Chair:

Date:
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MINUTES OF THE URGENT PLANNING COMMITTEE
MEETING OF THE WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL
ON THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2021
HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr M Parkinson (Mayor)
Cllr P Jay
Cllr U Parkinson
Cllr T Redpath

Cllr A Grant (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr S Parnes
Cllr P Redpath

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: C Carruthers (Clerk), CCllr I Hudspeth and 7 members of the public.
WTC248/21

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Cllrs J Cooper, E Poskitt and S Rasch

WTC249/21

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST:

Cllr M Parkinson
WTC250/21

Item 4(i): Personal interest as he works within the industry of the applicant.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:

Joanna Lamb and John Bleakley addressed the meeting in stating their objection’s and the grounds of
those objections against license application W/21/00094/PAVLIC.
A hard copy of the update is available (on request via the Clerk) for anyone who would like a copy.
WTC251/21

PLANNING AND LICENSING:

Council considered the following applications, and their responses are shown below:
i.

APPLICATION NO: W/21/00094/PAVLIC Kings Arms Kings Arms Hotel 19 Market Street Woodstock
Application for Pavement Licence

RESOLVED: to strongly OBJECT to this application of the following grounds:
Parking
Parking is already at a premium in Woodstock Town Centre Which WODC is very aware of.
We already have parking issues in the town centre which have NOT been addressed by WODC. This
application plans to take up another 3 to 4 valuable parking spaces on top of the 2 they already take
up with the bins they place on the Oxford Street side of their premises. That would be a total of 6
parking spaces.
The location of the tables is also extremely close to the junction of the A44, which is on a bus route,
therefore stationary traffic and buses will be situated in close proximity to the customers sitting at the
table - environmental issue.
Noise / disturbance / anti-social behaviour
Police have been called numerous times to this establishment in relation to disturbances.
15 extra tables on top of the tables they already place on both sides of their premises is considerable It
has the potential for chaos in our street and town.
This application has no consideration for others local businesses or residents Market Street is a
Residential Street. The noise levels and disturbances such as drunken foul language / fighting,
inappropriate behaviour should be considerable.
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Setting a precedence
If this application is successful it will be setting a precedence for other hospitability businesses in the
immediate local area. For example;
i.
The Feathers – 21 Hotel Rooms with no parking (unenforced valuable 3 hour spaces outside
their premises)
ii.
The Woodstock Arms – 4 letting rooms with no parking (unenforced valuable 3 hour spaces
outside their premises)
iii.
Hampers and The Woodstock Coffee Shop are also likely to apply.
Application procedure – not fulfilled correctly.
Initial application was hidden behind taped off area under scaffolding and in a different street to
application. This is not correct.
This Application for a Pavement Licence is being requested under The Business and Planning Act 2020 which was a policy passed to promote economic recovery and growth in response to the economic
impacts of the global Covid-19 pandemic.
The 12 page document can be found on the WODC web site, titled: West Oxfordshire District Council
Pavement Licensing Policy - Dated July 2020.
Section 3.3 Consultation
Quote:
The Council is required by law to consult with the Highway Authority. To ensure that there are no
unacceptable detrimental effects arising from the application proposals the
Council will also consult with:







West Oxfordshire District Council planning teams
West Oxfordshire District Council Food, Health and Safety team
West Oxfordshire District Council Operations (Environmental Health) team
Thames Valley Police
Ward Members
Town/Parish Councils

The Council must take into account representations received during the public consultation period and
consider these when determining the application.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to talk to neighbouring businesses and occupiers prior to applying
to the local authority, and so take any issues around noise, and nuisance into consideration as part of
the proposal
Crime and disorder, public nuisance, public safety and protection of children.
This cannot be allowed to be approved and go ahead.
VOTE:

For:

6

Against:

0

Abstaining:

1

Cllrs A Grant, U Parkinson, M Parkinson, T Redpath,
P Redpath, P Jay.

Cllr M Parkinson.

The meeting closed at 7:52pm

Chair:

Date:
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Minutes of the Woodstock Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC)
Virtual Meeting, on Tuesday 20th October 2019 at 4pm
Present:
Cllr Ian Hudspeth (Chair)
Dennis Allen, Wake up to Woodstock
Karen Buttery, OCC (Minutes)
Colin Carritt, Woodstock Safe Routes Project
Heather Carter, Blenheim Palace
Cllr Julian Cooper WTC
Jacqui Cox, OCC
Jo Lamb HOW
Alison Matthews HOW
Natalie Moore, OCC
Cllr Elizabeth Poskitt, WTC
Ashley Vine
Mike Wasley, OCC
1

Apologies
Roy Cox
John Croxton
Dominic Hare
PCSO Helen Keen
Mark Owen
Cllr Mathew Parkinson
Janine Saxton
Maria Wheatley
Paul Wilson

2

Election of Chairman
CC Nominated Cllr Hudspeth and seconded by EP.

3

Declarations of Interest
CC A44.

4

Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the meeting held on 9th October 2019 are attached (could not
be viewed due to technical difficulties).

5

Matters Arising – items not listed elsewhere on the agenda
CC Asked for an update on the Park View development. No update could be
provided but needed for the next meeting (IH/HC)
CC Safer Routes project – Adopt 20 mph as a standard. IH informed that
funding was not granted for this project but is on the radar and will revisit.
EP would like to revisit the Water Meadows scheme.
1

6

Report from OCC Area Steward
•
•
•

MW presented his report with the following points:
Road marking is now complete for this financial year. EP would like to add
that there are very faint lines on Cadogan Road, MW stated unless they were
a safety issue, they would not be repainted until next year.
Costings are being drawn up for Bladon footpath by the bus stop and Manor
Road and will be completed this financial year. IH asked if the path could also
incorporate cycles, MW to check this.
Guardrail – awaiting designer specification.
CC Stated that the A44 needs some structural maintenance as bitumen has
bled though the surface causing an uneven surface and asked if this could be
rectified through resurfacing/patching. MW will pass this to the highways
team.

7

Report from Blenheim
•

•

•

HC reported that Blenheim Palace staggered the opening of parts of the park
and palace, most areas reopened on the 22nd July. Visitor numbers are still
limited following Covid guidelines and regulations. Visitors need to book and
are staggered with a capacity of 3,500 visitors per day, palace visitors are
capped at 850 per day. Woodstock gate is now closed to vehicles but open
for pedestrian entry, this will be reviewed in January but quite possibly
extended until the summer months.
Events since reopening included cinema viewings and children’s activities
which were very successful. Group tours however, have been cancelled as it
was becoming congested and difficult to manage. The Triathlon went ahead
as did Salon Prive which was a pre-ticketed event and well managed. HC
stated that it was recognised that the early arrival of supercars did pose a
problem to the residents of Woodstock and surrounds and apologised for this
oversight, the problem was due to ticket checking at Hensington Gate; this
was a learning curve and will not happen in the future. IH thanked HC and
added that the supercars were drawing crowds for photographs and as a
result some residents were being blocked in and said that it would be good if
warning could be issued next year. EP added that she witnessed cars doing
circuits both ways around the lake, HC confirmed they should only travel one
way and would ensure drivers are reminded next year. AV added that as the
supercars were leaving Blenheim Palace they were revving engines and
accelerating away too fast and asked if drivers can be reminded not to do the
same next year. HC thanked all for their patience and stated that drivers are
given instructions that they are not to speed but agreed that signage may help
for next year and would look into this.
HC added that future events include weddings, Halloween activities for
children and Christmas lights from November to 6th January. However, this
year there will be no market, no park and ride facility or a palace theme and
the palace will remain closed. There will be some food stalls and mulled wine
etc but will feel quite different to last year. JL asked how many visitors are
expected, HC estimated up to 3,000 people. JL also mentioned that parking
will be an issue in Woodstock and surrounds and asked if anything can be
done to stop over-parking, JC responded that there wasn’t anything Blenheim
2

•

could do but can offer residents extra parking outside the Estates Office if
experiencing issues.
HC concluded that events will continue in 2020 with a Botanicals themed
event being offered for children in Spring half term and later an art exhibition
featuring Cecil Beaton, beyond that, a Jousting event and hopefully a dog
show plus the annual flower show which will feature in the summer months.
CC asked HC for an update on the grass roots project: Connectivity through
Countryside, HC stated no update but will have one ready for the next
meeting.

8

Parking review update
No members were available to give a parking update. AM informed all that
Maria Wheatley is currently working on the parking review and had
experienced some difficulty due to working full time. DA stated that WTC
had voted against adding extra parking IH added that for this to happen a
Traffic regulation order and an overall plan is needed to get a full parking
review in place. EP asked how long this will take but IH said this was a
question for WODC. JC will raise this at WODC Cabinet meeting.
JL stated that she was very disappointed that there was no one present to
provide the Parking Review Update.

9

A44 Review
MW stated that psychological speeding restraints could be added, for example
painting illusion humps and road narrowing white lines on the road surface,
this is an effective and cheap solution and currently looking at the pros and
cons, these will be added to the future report for discussion and adopted or
discarded.
The biggest challenge faced is the causeway and the physical constraints of
the streetscape, particularly the northbound approach which will require some
radical measures to achieve a significant improvement for pedestrians, this is
still being worked on those . MW said that the remainder of the footway could
be removed and realign the carriageway and footway but this would not be a
cheap option. The guardrail may also have an impact here because it is not
known what the design structure will be like, so plans need to be seen before
and suggestions can be made. MW will issue a report with all of these issues
within the next month or so, to be discussed at a follow up meeting if possible.
IH added that finances are also critical here and must be identified and
considered.
CC thanked MW and would like to see plans and estimated timescales.
CC also enquired on the progress of the Burford weight restriction. NM
informed that this was implemented in early August with a 6 month review in
place in February 2021 and 6 months after that in August 2021. This 18 month
experimental period will show the results and impact of the weight restriction.
EP raised an issue at the bus stops at Hensington Gate, the bus stops are
directly opposite each other and is concerned that this could be a potential
3

safety issue, thereby restricting emergency vehicles when buses stop at the
same time causing the road to narrow. MW to check this.
HC mentioned that there could be a pedestrian gate implemented for visitors
travelling to Blenheim Palace by bus and alighting at Hensington gate. MW to
send HC information about how this could be possible.
10.

Stratford Lane
IH informed all that Stan Scott has raised the issue of the Wootton turning on
the A44/A4260 which is used as a cut through, is a narrow road with a weak
bridge and asked if this had been considered for repairs. CC suggested it
would be better to close it altogether and stated that if work was done on this
road to widen/improve then it could encourage even more traffic and create
further problems down the line.

11.

Date of Next meeting
Weds 7th April 2021

12

AOB
EP was concerned that there may be large numbers of people not adhering to
guidelines at the remembrance service and asked HC if staff marshals would
be able to help, HC stated that staff couldn’t be made available as numbers
are low this year and would be needed in the Palace. This will be discussed
further at the Town Council Meeting on 27th October.

4
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MARCH 2021 PARISH REPORT
The County Council set the budget 9th February with investments in key priority
areas for residents despite all the challenges of the pandemic. There is £200,000 for
the roll out of 20 mph speed limits for towns and villages that want to work with the
council and see this as a way for safer streets. I have registered the request that all
councils in the Woodstock division are part of the programme. Also, there was an
additional £200,000 for drainage and vegetation clearance targeting particular areas
prone to flooding. I have asked that the additional funds be targeted in areas that are
prone to flooding as we recently saw over the last few months.
There is an investment of £1m long term funding in expanding the youth offer in
Oxfordshire with an additional £500,000 one-off accelerator funding to develop
sustainable long terms approaches and help tackle the impacts of the pandemic on
young people. The Liberal Democrat County councillors voted against these
proposals to invest in the future of Oxfordshire.
There was a 1.99% increase to ‘core’ council tax along with a levy of 1% for Adult
Social Care making the total to 2.99%. Given the level of uncertainties, including
around COVID-19, we will continue to take a cautious and measured approach
towards managing our budgets. We are very conscious that the need for extra
funding must be balanced against the pressures on residents' incomes during the
pandemic. This is not an easy time financially, or otherwise, for businesses,
residents and families.
The road resurfacing programme will be starting soon with (hopefully) the better
weather. There are the following road closures, although local access with be
allowed:
12th April – 15th April
The Woodstock Road in Stonesfield
Castle Road and Castle Street in Wootton
15th May – 19th May
A4095 in Bladon
The reduction in the number of COVID-19 infections is welcome news as there is
then a reduction in the number of hospital admissions reducing the pressure on the
NHS. The vaccination programme is being rolled out at pace and again I want to
thank those helping to ensure everybody gets a jab. Oxfordshire County Council is
working with its partners to assist where required and will continue to help protect
vulnerable residents across the county.
The road map set out by the Government gives us a view of the way forward which
is welcome news. However, we must all continue to play our part by observing the
guidelines so that life can return to what will be a new normal as quickly as possible.
Cllr Ian Hudspeth
07956 270 318
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Report of District Councillors for Bladon, Blenheim and Woodstock
to Woodstock Town Council Tuesday March 9th 2021
COUNCIL MEETING 24TH FEBRUARY
Budget and Council Tax 2021/22
Council agreed the 2021/22 budget and Council Tax at its February meeting. The process of
setting the 2021/22 budget must be has been the most unusual of all such processes since West
Oxfordshire came into existence in 1974. The last ‘normal’ Council meeting was in February
2020. Since then Council and committees have been working virtually with the time and efforts
of Officers and Councillors often diverted by the pandemic. There have been nearly one
thousand covid-related deaths in West Oxfordshire and the pandemic is not yet over. The costs
of the past year and the loss of revenue are not fully replaced by national government support.
Further, the future remains uncertain both in how the present situation will resolve and what
the long-term financial effects of 2020 will be. At the time of writing the national budget has
not been made public. We know the review of the New Homes Bonus has been postponed for
this year, as has that for business rates. But when these changes are imposed, particularly loss
of the New Home Bonus, they will have a major impact on Council finances. So, with
challenging years ahead, Council has produced a cautious but balanced budget which does
include an increase in Council Tax and increases for a number of the services Council offers,
including an increase in the charge for green waste collections from £30 pa to £35 pa per bin.
This particular waste collection has had enormous support from residents and we hope the
support will continue despite the increased charge.
The Council Tax at Band D for Woodstock 2021/22 is as follows:
Oxfordshire County Council
£1573.11
Thames Valley Police
£ 231.28
West Oxfordshire
£ 109.38
Woodstock T.C.
£ 78.56
Total Per Annum
£1992.33
Climate Action Bi-Annual Report
The Climate Action Bi-annual report, WODC Climate Change Strategy and a Sustainability
Standards Checklist in Planning were presented at Council. The Climate Change Strategy is
interesting and challenging reading with Council pledging to shape a district working for:
 Restoration of natural ecosystems
 Enabling all to have access to wildlife rich sites to benefit health and well-being
 Housing-energy refit and reduced energy consumption for all
 Providing local communities with energy independence and resilience
 Promoting active forms of travel
 Development designed to highest standards of energy performance and environmental
sustainability
 Partnership with others across the country to progress clear, positive climate action
 Enabling all to feel enabled to have a positive input to climate action at work or home

The Sustainability Standards Checklist is ambitious in what it expects from planners in the
future. It will be important Officers and Planning committees ensure the Checklist has force and
does not become just a ‘tick box’ exercise for developers.
OTHER MATTERS
Planning Appeal:Ref APP/D3125/W20/3261610 24 Park Street Woodstock Oxford OX20 1SP
Council will recall recommending sending WODC a forceful response to refuse this planning
application. Although Officers’ recommendation had been for approval, Uplands Planning subcommittee rejected the proposal on the Chairman’s casting vote. It is gratifying that the appeal
against that decision has been dismissed by the Inspector who expressed particular concern for:
the preservation of the burgage plot layout of a listed building and garden in the conservation
area; the protection of the old wall which lent much to the ambience of Chaucer’s Lane; and
loss of light from the garden of a neighbouring residence. The outcome of the appeal is
gratifying and shows the significance of well-founded refusal reasons for increasing the chances
of a refusal withstanding the appeal process. We are grateful too for the well thought out and
argued submissions to WODC from some of the site’s neighbours and the many objections from
residents throughout the town.
Variations in Licensing at the Kings Arms Market Street & Kings Head Park Lane.
Neither of these applications has been determined at the time of writing the report. If either
has been decided by the 9th March, we shall inform you.
Hensington Road site meeting.
The meeting on February 26th for Council (WODC, OCC, WTC) and Blenheim to discuss the
whole Hensington Road site in relation to car parking, possible relocation of the Park Lane
surgery and other facilities such as a new Library, did not take place due to staff sickness. The
WTC representative (the Town Clerk) will attend when the meeting is rescheduled - hopefully
before Easter.
WODC Cllrs Julian Cooper & Elizabeth Poskitt
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CCTV Camera Installation In Woodstock.
Over the past year there has been a noticeable increase in unwanted activity in the New Road
Play Park.
Several residents of the area have been clearing up broken glass, drug paraphernalia and
cigarette butts along with the employee from UBICO. They have also experienced rubbish
(mainly beer bottles) being thrown into their back gardens.
The persons causing this antisocial behavior tends to be young adults, hence the alcohol. It is
thought that the park has become a good meeting spot for them and includes their friends who
come from outer lying villages.
The theory is that they have chosen this area to meet as it is dark, private and empty during the
night and early morning. It is not so much an issue of them drinking etc in the park, but the mess
and dangers left behind.
There is a far more sinister element to the area too as it has been reported that the Bowls and
Tennis Club car park is frequently visited by vehicles during these times and are only there for a
matter of minutes before moving on.
After speaking with the Town Clerk, Police and residents that own properties adjacent to the
park it has been recommended that we invest in CCTV which could help deter any illegal
activities and also help identify perpetrators. The cameras could also play a vital role during the
daylight hours if such incidents as missing children were to occur. The cameras would be
controlled by the police at their CCTV headquarters and it would not fall to the council to
monitor them.
The Police have also suggested that the car park of the Swimming Pool would also benefit from
CCTV, this is something the council would have to liaise with WODC about as they own and run
the pool.
The Town Centre may also benefit from CCTV, this could be considered at a later date. With
again grant funding investigated
MOTIONProposed Cllr M Parkinson, Seconded Cllr A Grant


Woodstock Town Council Resolves that it will invest in CCTV equipment for the New
Road Playground and ensure the Police and, if appropriate, WODC are involved and
consulted in the process, whilst also seeking grant funding.



Woodstock Town Council resolves that it will request WODC invest in installing CCTV
Camera(s) in the Woodstock Open Air Pool which can be linked and monitored in the
same way as the ones at New Road Play Park in a holistic approach.

Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
Town Hall
Woodstock
OX20 1SL

Date:
Our Ref:
Please ask for:
Telephone:
Email:

1st March 2021
21/00318/HHD
Sarah Hegerty
01993 861713
sarah.hegerty@westoxon.gov.uk

Dear Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
CONSULTATION
Deadline: Please send me your comments by: 22nd March 2021.
APPLICATION NO: 21/00318/HHD
PROPOSAL: Erection of a single storey rear extension along with the reroofing of the existing
garage
Town and Country Planning Act
LOCATION: 36 Hill Rise Woodstock Oxfordshire
APPLICANT: Mr And Mrs Hill
REGISTERED: 1st February 2021

I have received this application for permission to develop under the above act. If your council would like to
comment on this application, please do so as soon as possible before the end of the consultation deadline
above. You can view details of this application on the Consultee Access where you can make comments
online and keep up to date with the progress of the application. Alternatively you can email your comments
to planning@westoxon.gov.uk or write to Planning at the above address.
Please note that your comments are not confidential and will be made public on our website. For further
guidance on commenting on planning applications, see our website www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.
Yours faithfully
Sarah Hegerty
Planner

Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
Town Hall
Woodstock
OX20 1SL

Date:
Our Ref:
Please ask for:
Telephone:
Email:

23rd February 2021
21/00111/FUL
Sarah Hegerty
01993 861713
sarah.hegerty@westoxon.gov.uk

Dear Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
CONSULTATION
Deadline: Please send me your comments by: 16th March 2021.
APPLICATION NO: 21/00111/FUL
PROPOSAL: Refurbishment of existing office and storage outbuilding (Class use E) to include
single and two storey front extension and provision of first floor outdoor amenity
space with metal balustrading.
Town and Country Planning Act
LOCATION: Garrett House 5 Park Street Woodstock
APPLICANT: Garrett Studios
REGISTERED: 19th February 2021
These applications are in or affecting the Woodstock Conservation Area.
I have received this application for permission to develop under the above act. If your council would like to
comment on this application, please do so as soon as possible before the end of the consultation deadline
above. You can view details of this application on the Consultee Access where you can make comments
online and keep up to date with the progress of the application. Alternatively you can email your comments
to planning@westoxon.gov.uk or write to Planning at the above address.
Please note that your comments are not confidential and will be made public on our website. For further
guidance on commenting on planning applications, see our website www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.
Yours faithfully
Sarah Hegerty
Planner

PARCN 21/00111/FUL

Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
Town Hall
Woodstock
OX20 1SL

Date:
Our Ref:
Please ask for:
Telephone:
Email:

22nd February 2021
21/00234/HHD
Sarah Hegerty
01993 861713
sarah.hegerty@westoxon.gov.uk

Dear Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
CONSULTATION
Deadline: Please send me your comments by: 15th March 2021.
APPLICATION NO: 21/00234/HHD
PROPOSAL: Conversion of garage into habitable space to include single storey front and rear
extensions together with relocation of pedestrian access in rear boundary walling.
Town and Country Planning Act
LOCATION: 10 Rectory Lane Woodstock Oxfordshire
APPLICANT: Knowles
REGISTERED: 25th January 2021
These applications are in or affecting the Woodstock Conservation Area.
I have received this application for permission to develop under the above act. If your council would like to
comment on this application, please do so as soon as possible before the end of the consultation deadline
above. You can view details of this application on the Consultee Access where you can make comments
online and keep up to date with the progress of the application. Alternatively you can email your comments
to planning@westoxon.gov.uk or write to Planning at the above address.
Please note that your comments are not confidential and will be made public on our website. For further
guidance on commenting on planning applications, see our website www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.
Yours faithfully
Sarah Hegerty
Planner

Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
Town Hall
Woodstock
OX20 1SL

Date:
Our Ref:
Please ask for:
Telephone:
Email:

16th February 2021
21/00205/S73
Stuart McIver
01993 861663
stuart.mciver@westoxon.gov.uk

Dear Ms C Carruthers (Cherie)
CONSULTATION
Deadline: Please send me your comments by: 9th March 2021.
APPLICATION NO: 21/00205/S73
PROPOSAL: Non-compliance with conditions 2 and 3 of planning permission 19/00094/HHD to
allow design alterations including reduction in building width and changes to
fenestration and eaves material.
Town and Country Planning Act
APPLICATION NO: 19/00094/HHD
PROPOSAL: Construction of detached pool outbuilding with storage and plant area beneath.
Town and Country Planning Act

LOCATION: Merry Piece Oxford Road Woodstock
APPLICANT: Mr Gary Holmes
REGISTERED: 21st January 2021

I have received these applications for permission to develop under the above acts. If your council would like
to comment on these applications, please do so as soon as possible before the end of the consultation
deadline above. You can view details of this application on the Consultee Access, where you can make
comments online and keep up to date with the progress of the application. Alternatively write to Planning at
the above address.
Please note that your comments are not confidential and will be made public on our website. For further
guidance on commenting on planning applications, see our website www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.
Yours faithfully
Stuart McIver
Planner

PARCN 21/00205/S73

Date:
Our Ref:
Please ask for:
Telephone:
Email:

11th February 2021
21/00189/FUL
Joan Desmond
01993 861655
joan.desmond@westoxon.gov.uk

Dear Sir/Madam,
CONSULTATION
Deadline: Please send me your comments by: 11th March 2021.
APPLICATION NO: 21/00189/FUL
PROPOSAL: Hybrid planning application consisting of full planning permission for the erection of
74 dwellings, 60 sqm of community space (Class E), a parking barn, means of access
from the A44, associated infrastructure, open space, engineering and ancillary
works; outline planning permission for up to 106 dwellings, up to 60sqm of
community space (Class E), a parking barn, with associated infrastructure, open
space, engineering and ancillary works.
Town and Country Planning Act
LOCATION: Land East Of Hill Rise Woodstock
APPLICANT: Mr Roger File
REGISTERED: 4th February 2021
These applications are in or affecting the Woodstock Conservation Area.
I have received this application for permission to develop under the above act. If your council would like to
comment on this application, please do so as soon as possible before the end of the consultation deadline
above. This application/s either falls within your parish or are in an adjacent parish and may affect your
parish. You can view details of this application on the Consultee Access, where you can make comments
online and keep up to date with the progress of the application. Alternatively you can email your comments
to planning@westoxon.gov.uk or write to Planning at the above address.
Please note that your comments are not confidential and will be made public on our website. For further
guidance on commenting on planning applications, see our website www.westoxon.gov.uk/planning.
Yours faithfully,

Joan Desmond
Principal Planner

Date: 02/03/2021

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

Time:11:46

Page 1

Cashbook 3

User: RMJ

Unity Trust Bank
Payments made between 01/02/2021 and 28/02/2021

Nominal Ledger Analysis
Date

Payee Name

Reference

£ Total Amnt

DD

680.55

02/02/2021 BT

£ Creditors

£ VAT

A/c

Centre

£ Amount Transaction Details

113.42

4203 301

77.94 Qtly phone bill

4203 305

77.94 Qtly phone bill

4420 201

77.94 Qtly phone bill

4020 101

333.31 Qtly phone bill

05/02/2021 Kent County Council

BACS

233.55

11.12

4210 305

222.43 Elec - CC July Sept M1

05/02/2021 Triumph Technologies Ltd

BACS

901.96

150.33

4070 101

128.03 Broadband -13/0131/03

4070 101

135.00 Email Hosting March

4070 101

225.00 Server annual
carepack

4070 101

113.60 Offsite backup March

4070 101

150.00 Network support March

4480 201

133.91 Fuse carrier
investigation

05/02/2021 Darke & Taylor

BACS

160.69

05/02/2021 D L McKeown

BACS

150.00

05/02/2021 Thames Valley Copiers

BACS

8.16

05/02/2021 SLCC Enterprises Ltd

BACS

277.00

CC

17.39

BACS

1,233.75

4420 201

1,233.75 Wychwood July Sept 2020

DD

1,036.00

4211 301

1,036.00 Rates - 10th of 10

17/02/2021 R Johnson

BACS

26.00

4003 101

26.00 Home Office - Feb

17/02/2021 Payroll

BACS

3,977.13

4000 101

2,834.76 February Payroll

4000 301

451.15 February Payroll

4000 305

451.15 February Payroll

4000 301

91.23 February Payroll

4000 305

16.80 February Payroll

4000 101

19.20 February Payroll

4000 201

112.84 February Payroll

09/02/2021 Lloyds bank CC
12/02/2021 Wychwood Project
15/02/2021 WODC

26.78

503
1.36

4022 101
4026 101
204

150.00 Inv 6132 - DD return
6.80 January Photocopy
277.00 SLCC Membership CC
17.39 January CC
statement

19/02/2021 Kent County Council

BACS

590.40

28.11

4210 301

562.29 Elec - TH - 7/1031st Jan 21

19/02/2021 Kent County Council

BACS

316.45

52.74

4210 305

263.71 Gas - CC Jan

19/02/2021 Viking Direct

BACS

338.60

20.52

4021 101

215.50 Stamps

4022 101

102.58 Boxfiles, Staples,
paper,

19/02/2021 Kent County Council

BACS

476.23

79.37

4210 301

396.86 Gas - TH - Jan

19/02/2021 Kent County Council

BACS

230.20

10.96

4210 305

219.24 Elec - CC - Nov-Jan
-M1

19/02/2021 Darke & Taylor

BACS

87.60

14.60

4200 305

73.00 Call out - Sockets

Subtotal Carried Forward:

10,741.66

0.00

509.31

10,159.35

Date: 02/03/2021

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

Time:11:46

Page 2

Cashbook 3

User: RMJ

Unity Trust Bank
Payments made between 01/02/2021 and 28/02/2021

Nominal Ledger Analysis
Date

Payee Name

Reference

£ Total Amnt

£ Creditors

£ VAT

A/c

Centre

£ Amount Transaction Details
tripped-CC

19/02/2021 Thames Valley Copiers
25/02/2021 OCC re Pension Contributions

25/02/2021 HM Customs & Revenue

S/O

238.80

BACS

1,214.51

BACS

Total Payments:

39.80

655.63

12,850.60

0.00

549.11

4022 101

199.00 Qtly Photocopy
lease Feb - Apr

4000 101

194.85 February Pension

4000 301

28.48 February Pension

4000 305

28.49 February Pension

4001 101

749.58 February Pension

4001 301

106.55 February Pension

4001 305

106.56 February Pension

4000 101

598.31 February PAYE

4000 301

28.66 February PAYE

4000 305

28.66 February PAYE

12,301.49

Date: 02/03/2021
Time: 11:42

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

Page 1
User: RMJ

Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 28/02/2021
for Cashbook 3 - Unity Trust Bank

Bank Statement Account Name (s)
Unity Trust Bank

Statement Date
28/02/2021

Page No

Balances

1

64,404.35
64,404.35

Unpresented Cheques (Minus)

Amount
0.00
0.00
64,404.35

Receipts not Banked/Cleared (Plus)
0.00
0.00
64,404.35
Balance per Cash Book is :Difference is :-

64,404.35
0.00

02/03/2021

Page 1

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

101 General & Administration

1140 Public Works Loan Drawdown

0

0

0

44,975

45,000

25

45,000

0

1200 Interest Received

2

10

8

158

183

25

240

0

1275 Precept Received

0

0

0

98,842

98,842

0

98,842

0

1276 Council Tax Support Grant

0

0

0

1,158

1,158

0

1,158

0

1277 S106 Money

0

0

0

638

0

(638)

0

0

General & Administration :- Income

4000 Staff Costs
4001 Pension Costs
4002 Temporary Holiday cover
4003 Working from home allowance
4007 Travel (Clerk & Councillors)
4008 Training

2

10

8

145,771

145,183

(588)

145,240

3,647

3,500

(147)

41,939

38,500

(3,439)

42,000

61

750

750

0

8,615

8,250

(365)

9,000

385

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

100

26

0

(26)

402

260

(142)

260

(142)

0

0

0

0

0

0

100

100

0

0

0

0

0

0

500

500

4020 Telephone

333

420

87

1,511

1,800

289

1,800

289

4021 Postage

216

195

(21)

420

400

(20)

400

(20)

4022 Office equipment + Stationery

320

452

132

1,824

3,000

1,176

3,000

1,176

0

0

0

628

0

(628)

0

(628)

4023 Supplies purchased re: covid
4025 Insurance

0

0

0

2,586

2,586

0

2,586

0

277

222

(55)

1,255

1,200

(55)

1,200

(55)

4031 Staff Advertising

0

0

0

1,320

0

(1,320)

0

(1,320)

4056 Legal Fees

0

0

0

475

475

0

2,000

1,525

4057 Audit

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,220

1,220

4059 Bank Charges

3

3

0

159

180

22

300

142

4026 Memberships / Subscriptions

Continued over page
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Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

3,000

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

4060 Civic

0

0

0

474

474

0

4062 PWLB Loan Interest

0

0

0

0

0

0

482

482

4063 Public Works Loan Repayt

0

0

0

0

0

0

4,500

4,500

4065 Licence for Marriage

0

0

0

683

683

(0)

683

(0)

4066 Town Pictorial Maps+plan +Feas

0

0

0

0

0

0

5,500

5,500

4070 Computer System/IT Support

2,526

752

519

(233)

6,273

5,709

(564)

6,233

(40)

4091 Covid -19 Support

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,000

2,000

4496 Communications

0

0

0

0

0

0

2,000

2,000

6,324

6,061

(263)

68,565

63,517

(5,048)

88,864

(6,321)

(6,051)

270

77,206

81,666

4,460

56,376

General & Administration :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

0

20,299

Continued over page

02/03/2021
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Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

120 Donations and Grants

4500 Grant-Sustainable Woodstock

0

0

0

300

300

0

300

0

4501 Grant-Old Woodstock Mock Mayor

0

0

0

0

0

0

500

500

4502 Grant-Ladies Circle

0

0

0

150

150

0

150

0

4503 Grant-Citizens Advice

0

0

0

200

200

0

200

0

4512 Grant - Wdsk Exhibition Founda

0

0

0

200

200

0

200

0

4513 Grant-Memorial Garden

0

0

0

150

150

0

150

0

4514 Grant-Oxfordshire Assn for the

0

0

0

100

100

0

100

0

4525 Grant-Youth Club

0

0

0

800

800

0

800

0

4536 Woodstock Guide/Scout Hut

0

0

0

500

500

0

500

0

4537 Volunteer Link-Up

0

0

0

100

100

0

100

0

0

0

0

2,500

2,500

0

3,000

0

0

0

(2,500)

(2,500)

0

(3,000)

Donations and Grants :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Expenditure

0

500

Continued over page
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Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

201 Environment

1151 Cemetery Income

1,410

500

(910)

13,320

5,500

(7,820)

6,000

0

1160 WB & T Club Rent

0

0

0

1,875

1,652

(223)

1,652

0

1180 Grant -Designated Green Spaces

0

0

0

7,415

7,415

0

7,415

0

1501 P.Richardson Legacy

0

0

0

435

0

(435)

0

0

1,410

500

(910)

23,045

14,567

(8,478)

15,067

Environment :- Income

4000 Staff Costs

113

83

(30)

1,030

913

(117)

1,000

(30)

4400 Hensington Rd Cemetery

0

250

250

2,395

2,750

355

3,000

605

4401 Lawn Cemetery

0

333

333

3,359

3,663

304

4,463

1,104

4402 Churchyard

0

58

58

690

638

(52)

700

10

4403 Lawn Cemetery - Extension

0

0

0

2,812

2,812

0

7,218

4,406

4409 Old Wdstk Twn FC Grass Cut

0

0

0

0

750

750

750

750

4410 Recreation Ground-New Road

0

375

375

3,058

4,125

1,067

4,500

1,442

4411 Recreation Ground-OW

0

167

167

1,292

1,837

545

2,000

708

4412 Recreation Ground-Budds Close

0

250

250

1,982

2,750

768

3,000

1,018

1,312

1,312

0

7,284

7,366

82

15,500

8,216

4425 Millstream Bank Repairs

0

0

0

0

0

0

5,000

5,000

4427 OWL Maintenance

0

83

83

302

913

611

1,000

698

4430 Legal Liability for Mill Strea

0

0

0

0

0

0

600

600

4440 Street Furniture

0

0

0

17

20

3

200

183

4442 Bus Shelters

0

0

0

0

0

0

200

200

4445 War Memorial

0

0

0

578

580

2

1,000

422

4455 Allotments

0

0

0

400

0

(400)

0

(400)

4420 Watermeadows Maintenance

Continued over page
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12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

4460 Waste collection

0

0

0

1,403

1,240

(163)

1,240

(163)

4471 Weed Clearance

0

0

0

1,315

1,275

(40)

1,275

(40)

4472 Winter Maintenance

0

0

0

31

32

1

200

169

4473 Green Spaces Grant Expenditure

0

0

0

3,970

3,970

0

7,415

3,445

134

80

(54)

7,554

7,500

(54)

7,500

(54)

4485 Town in Bloom

0

0

0

594

594

(0)

1,500

906

4487 Church Clock

0

0

0

234

230

(4)

230

(4)

4495 Noticeboards

0

0

0

150

150

0

2,000

1,850

1,558

2,991

1,433

40,452

44,108

3,656

71,491

(148)

(2,491)

(2,343)

(17,407)

(29,541)

(12,134)

(56,424)

4480 Christmas Lights

Environment :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

0

31,039

Continued over page
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Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

301 Town Hall

1005 Daily/Commercial Lettings
1010 Rent 24 Market Place
Town Hall :- Income

(120)

364

484

136

4,004

3,868

4,375

0

0

0

0

10,856

10,846

(10)

10,846

0

(120)

364

484

10,992

14,850

3,858

15,221

4000 Staff Costs

600

750

150

7,194

8,250

1,056

9,000

1,806

4001 Pension Costs

107

145

38

1,299

1,595

296

1,736

437

4200 Routine Maintenance

0

333

333

1,024

3,663

2,639

4,000

2,976

4202 Gutter Maintenance

0

0

0

0

0

0

650

650

4203 Alarm (Fire,Security BT)
4210 Operating Costs
4211 Insurance and Rates
4220 Caretakers' Telephone
Town Hall :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

78

78

0

688

687

(1)

1,000

312

959

583

(376)

4,037

6,422

2,385

7,000

2,963

1,036

1,035

(1)

12,930

12,925

(5)

12,925

(5)

0

0

0

0

75

75

75

75

2,779

2,924

145

27,172

33,617

6,445

36,386

(2,899)

(2,560)

339

(16,180)

(18,767)

(2,587)

(21,165)

0

9,214

Continued over page
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Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

305 Community Centre

1005 Daily/Commercial Lettings

120

583

463

441

6,413

5,972

7,000

0

1050 Commercial Office Rents

0

0

0

15,489

15,490

1

20,710

0

1051 CC Service Charges

0

0

0

1,190

1,190

(0)

1,900

0

1052 CC Office Insurance

0

0

0

226

226

(0)

226

0

1502 Blenheim Legacy

0

0

0

500

0

(500)

0

0

1504 CC bequeath receipt

0

0

0

4,300

0

(4,300)

0

0

120

583

463

22,146

23,319

1,173

29,836

4000 Staff Costs

525

833

308

7,032

9,163

2,131

10,000

2,968

4001 Pension Costs

107

158

51

1,299

1,738

439

1,900

601

4200 Routine Maintenance

73

600

527

3,112

4,400

1,288

5,000

1,888

4203 Alarm (Fire,Security BT)

78

220

142

701

888

187

1,000

299

Community Centre :- Income

4210 Operating Costs

705

500

(205)

2,717

5,500

2,783

6,000

3,283

4211 Insurance and Rates

0

0

0

780

781

1

781

1

4220 Caretakers' Telephone

0

0

0

0

75

75

75

75

4256 Fees Commercial Lease

0

0

0

0

0

0

3,000

3,000

1,488

2,311

823

15,642

22,545

6,903

27,756

(1,368)

(1,728)

(360)

6,504

774

(5,730)

2,080

Community Centre :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

0

12,114

Continued over page

02/03/2021

Page 8

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

12:23

Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

310 Corporate Property

1100 Rent 2 Market Street

1,050

1,833

783

5,217

7,485

2,268

9,320

0

1105 Rent 4 Market Street

0

0

0

10,177

13,034

2,857

17,328

0

1110 Rent 2 Park Street

0

0

0

15,279

15,949

670

21,074

0

1115 Rent 4 Park Street

1,250

1,250

0

12,500

13,750

1,250

15,000

0

1120 Rent 6 Park Street

1,167

1,167

0

8,313

8,315

2

9,471

0

1125 Rent 8 Park Street

1,000

1,000

0

10,000

11,000

1,000

12,000

0

0

0

0

750

0

(750)

0

0

1135 La Galleria: Cobbles
Corporate Property :- Income

4,467

5,250

783

62,235

69,533

7,298

84,193

4300 Insurance 2 Market Street

0

0

0

152

153

1

153

1

4303 Fees - 2 Market st

0

0

0

319

0

(319)

0

(319)

4305 Insurance 4 Market Street

0

0

0

152

153

1

153

1

4306 Maintenance 4 Market Street

218

0

(218)

268

0

(268)

0

(268)

4310 Insurance 2 Park Street

0

0

0

574

574

0

574

0

4315 Insurance 4 Park Street

0

0

0

225

225

(0)

225

(0)

4316 Maintenance 4 Park Street

0

0

0

85

0

(85)

0

(85)

4320 Insurance 6 Park Street

0

0

0

135

135

(0)

135

(0)

225

0

(225)

639

0

(639)

0

(639)

0

0

0

3,582

0

(3,582)

0

(3,582)

4321 Maintenance 6 Park Street
4322 Fees 6 Park Street
4325 Insurance 8 Park Street

0

0

0

191

192

1

192

1

4326 Maintenance 8 Park Street

80

0

(80)

165

0

(165)

0

(165)

4334 Provision for Zero Tenancy

0

0

0

0

0

0

1,200

1,200

4335 24 Market Place insurance

0

0

0

46

47

1

47

1
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Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

4342 Unspecified Property Repairs
4343 Unspecified Lease Fees
4344 Breckon & Breckon CP Mgt
4346 CP Fixed wiring checks
Corporate Property :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

0

Current
Month Budget

0

Current Month
Variance

0

Year To
Date Actual

0

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

0

0

4,000

4,000

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

0

0

0

0

1,852

1,852

4,000

4,000

581

1,333

752

12,361

14,663

2,302

16,000

3,639

0

0

0

0

0

0

900

900

1,103

1,333

230

18,896

17,994

(902)

27,579

3,363

3,917

554

43,340

51,539

8,199

56,614

0

8,683
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Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

401 Weddings

1000 Wedding Income
Weddings :- Income

4000 Staff Costs
Weddings :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Income over Expenditure

200

375

175

8,830

4,125

(4,705)

4,500

200

375

175

8,830

4,125

(4,705)

4,500

0

0

0

390

390

0

450

0

0

0

390

390

0

450

200

375

175

8,440

3,735

(4,705)

4,050

0

60
0

60
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Detailed Income & Expenditure by Phased Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

601 Capital Projects

4929 PA - Outdoor events

0

0

0

0

0

0

300

300

125

125

0

32,326

32,327

1

40,661

8,335

4939 4 Market Street works

0

0

0

12,999

12,999

(0)

12,999

(0)

4963 Lawn Cemetery Ext Works

0

0

0

45,000

45,000

0

45,000

0

4970 T/H & C/C Marketing

0

0

0

0

0

0

400

400

4977 New Boiler at TH

0

0

0

0

0

0

10,000

10,000

4980 TH - Disabled Access + Toilets

0

0

0

0

0

0

26,500

26,500

4981 Website Upgrade

0

0

0

930

930

0

1,400

470

125

125

0

91,255

91,256

1

137,260

(125)

(125)

0

(91,255)

(91,256)

(1)

(137,260)

Grand Totals:- Income

6,079

7,082

1,003

273,018

271,577

(1,441)

294,057

Expenditure

13,377

15,745

2,368

264,871

275,927

11,056

392,786

Net Income over Expenditure

(7,298)

(8,663)

(1,365)

8,147

(4,350)

(12,497)

(98,729)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(7,298)

4938 2 Market Street Upgrade

Capital Projects :- Indirect Expenditure

Net Expenditure

8,147

0

46,005

0

127,915
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Summary Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

101 General & Administration

120 Donations and Grants
201 Environment

301 Town Hall

305 Community Centre

310 Corporate Property

401 Weddings

601 Capital Projects

Page 1

Woodstock Town Council 2020/21

Income

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Committed
Expenditure

Funds
Available

2

10

8

145,771

145,183

(588)

145,240

6,061

(263)

68,565

63,517

(5,048)

88,864

20,299

500

Expenditure

6,324

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(6,321)

Expenditure

0

77,206
0

0

2,500

2,500

0

3,000

Income

1,410

500

(910)

23,045

14,567

(8,478)

15,067

Expenditure

1,558

2,991

1,433

40,452

44,108

3,656

71,491

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(148)

(17,407)

Income

(120)

364

484

10,992

14,850

3,858

15,221

Expenditure

2,779

2,924

145

27,172

33,617

6,445

36,386

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(2,899)

Income

120

583

463

22,146

23,319

1,173

29,836

1,488

2,311

823

15,642

22,545

6,903

27,756

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

(1,368)

Income

4,467

5,250

783

62,235

69,533

7,298

84,193

1,333

230

18,896

17,994

(902)

27,579

Expenditure

1,103
3,363

9,214

(16,180)

Expenditure

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

31,039

12,114

6,504

8,683

43,340

Income

200

375

175

8,830

4,125

(4,705)

4,500

Expenditure

0

0

0

390

390

0

450

60

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

200

Expenditure

125

91,256

1

137,260

46,005

less Transfer to Reserves

0

0

(125)

(91,255)

Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

8,440
125

0

91,255
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Summary Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 28/02/2021

Month No: 11

Cost Centre Report

Current
Month Actual

Current
Month Budget

Current Month
Variance

Year To
Date Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Year To Date
Variance

Total Annual
Budget

Grand Totals:- Income

6,079

7,082

1,003

273,018

271,577

(1,441)

294,057

Expenditure

13,377

15,745

2,368

264,871

275,927

11,056

392,786

Net Income over Expenditure

(7,298)

(8,663)

(1,365)

8,147

(4,350)

(12,497)

(98,729)

less Transfer to Reserves
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve

0

0

(7,298)

8,147

Committed
Expenditure

0

Funds
Available

127,915

FALSE

FALSE

Woodstock Town Council

FALSE

Financial Year 2020-21

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE
FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

Visit date: 10 February 2021

Interim
Box A
No.

Internal Audit Observations

A

Appropriate accounting records have been kept properly throughout the year.
Audit Conclusion

Observation

Recommendation

Priority

The Council must ensure that Minutes are
signed in accordance with the requirements of
the Local Government ACt 1972 once
lockdown restrictions have been eased.

Medium

Comments

Due to the lock down restrictions the Council Meeting minutes have not been signed.

FALSE

1

Council Minutes have not been signed in
accordance with the Local Government Act
1972

It was noted that the 13 October 2020 Full Council Meeting minutes have several corrections and
have not been finalised.
It is understood that the Meeting minutes are at the Council Office and will be signed once it is safe
to do so.

FALSE
FALSE

Box B

FALSE

No.

This smaller authority met its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
Audit Conclusion

Observation

Recommendation

Priority

The Council to review and update its Standing
Orders.

Medium

The Council must ensure that payments under
Direct Debit and Standing Order are subject to
annual review and approval and prior to the
Year End.

High

The Council must ensure that it obtains
tenders as set out in its Part 30 Standing
Orders.

High

Reported 2019-20 Interim Audit: The Council is not using the latest NALC model Standing Orders
issued in March 2018. The tender threshold is recorded as £60,000.
FALSE

1

The Council is not using the latest Model
Standing Orders.

FALSE

2

Payments made by Direct Debit and Standing
Orders have not been subject to annual
review and approval by Council as at Interim
Audit review.

The Council has the latest amended NALC latest model Standing Orders. Tender threshold has been
amended after last Interim Audit (part 30 v page 32). However it appears that the Council has not
amended Part 30 b) Standing Orders tender threshold is £60,000.

The Council provided a list of Direct Debits and Standing Orders. The monthly payments are
approved by the Council which are included in the list of payments presented to Council.
It is understood that the Council are due to review the list of Direct Debits and Standing Orders in
March 2021.

The 1 September 2020 Full Council Meeting minute reference WTC119/20 considered 3 tender bids
for Lawn Cemetery Extension Groundworks;
Company A - £52.358 plus VAT
Company B - £47,812 plus VAT
Company C - £50,083 plus VAT
FALSE

3

Tenders have not been obtained as required
under the Councils Part 30 Standing Orders.

The Council chose company B.
It is understood that the Council did not use Contract Finder to tender the works. The Council did
not formally record reasons for exemption from Part 30 Standing Orders (page 32) to go to tender
using Contract Finder in the Council Meeting minutes.
Evidence suggest that the Council approached the contractors directly.

FALSE

Comments

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

Box D
No.

FALSE

1

From a review of the records it was not
possible to determine when the Council had
formally approved the budget for the year.

The Minutes of the Town Council for 26 November 2019 cover consideration of the 2020-21 budget.
The Council did not formally record the approval of the Budget prior to setting the Precept.

The Council, as a body, must ensure that it
formally approves a budget, prior to setting
the precept.

High

FALSE

2

Precept does not agree to Central
Government data

The 26 November 2019 Full Council Meeting minute reference WTC/155/20 included the Council
Tax grant of £1,158 when setting the Precept. It was noted that the Precept received and recorded on
the Council accounts matches the Central Government data £98,842. The Council Tax grant is
separately recorded in the Council accounts.

The Council should ensure that the Precept
value is recorded separately in the Council
Meeting minutes.

High

The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.
Audit Conclusion
Observation
Recommendation

Priority

The External Auditor Report dated 23 November 2020 has not been reviewed by the Council. The
following points were raised by the External Auditor;

FALSE

3

The Council did not record the formal review
of the External Auditor Report.

"The authority has not reviewed Standing Order or its Code of Conduct in the year (although we
note the Standing Orders are due to be considered post year end). JPAG's Practitioners Guide,
Section 1.14, states these should be reviewed regularly. Whilst there is no defined timescale for this
we recommend the authority considers and adopts a formal cycle of review for these documents, even
where model documents have not been reissued, to ensure these remain appropriate for any changes
in the Council's activities.
On initial submission, the Annual internal Audit Report did not show the dates internal audit work
was undertaken. This was later amended and resubmitted to include these dates. We have no further
concerns as a result of this omission."
It is understood that the Council reviewed the External Auditor report 9 February 2021. This was
not formally recorded in the Council Meeting minutes. However the Agenda reference 11 (vii) for the
9 February 2021 Full Council Meeting includes the review of the External Auditor report.

FALSE

The Council MUST ensure that it the 9
February 2021 Full Council Meeting minutes
are updated to include the review of the
External Auditor report dated 23 November
2020.

High

Comments

FALSE
FALSE

Box E
No.

FALSE

1

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

Box I
No.

FALSE

1

Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
Audit Conclusion
Observation
Recommendation
The leases are not currently held on the
Council premises, due to lock down records
were not provided to Internal Audit.

Due to lockdown restrictions the Council is unable to provide the lease/rental agreements for
Woodstock Allotments, Market Place Rent and Office Letting as they are held on the Council
premises.

Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried out.
Audit Conclusion
Bank reconciliation have not been subject to
independent review.

Observation

Due to the lock down restriction the Council has not signed and dated the bank reconciliations.

Priority

The Council to provide lease/rental
agreements once lockdown restrictions have
been eased to Internal Audit.

Medium

Recommendation

Priority

The Council must ensure that the bank
reconciliations are independently signed and
dated as evidence of review once lockdown
restrictions have been eased.

High

Comments

Comments

Interest Review of Investment with the Public Sector Deposit Fund
£80,000 Invested
Date
Apr-20
May-20
Jun-20
Jul-20
Aug-20
Sep-20
Oct-20
Nov-20
Dec-20
Jan-21
Feb-21
Total

Interest received
£
25.70
23.03
19.92
13.09
9.09
8.89
5.9
4.07
3.53
2.44
2.45
118.11

With your cash reserves now earning
less, extra prudence is required
Amid the events of 2020, a further reduction in the
interest on your savings at the bank, building society
or National Savings and Investments (NS&I) may well
have gone unnoticed. Initially, at least.
Savings rates were already near historic
lows, and those who depend on their
savings’ income will have winced when
further reductions hit home. Savings rates,
and indeed the income paid by money
market funds like CCLA’s Public Sector
Deposit Fund (PSDF), have dropped
since the start of the pandemic.
Councils need to exercise caution when
investing their short-term cash. It is of
fundamental importance to keep their
sights firmly on objectives such as security,
diversification, and liquidity, despite the
temptation to seek higher returns.
What is behind the low rates of interest
paid on savings?
When the Bank of England (BoE) cut
interest rates, it was steeling the economy
for the current downturn. Its’ main instru
ment to do so was through the Bank Rate,
the single most important interest rate in
the UK. Set by the BoE’s monetary policy
committee, it is a tool which tackles inflation
and drives growth by adjusting the balance
of what we, as a country, are spending
versus what we save.
The Bank Rate determines the interest
rate which the BoE pays commercial banks
in return for their deposits. It is the feeder
rate for banks, who in turn charge people
to borrow money or pay savers on their
bank deposits. It has the same sway over
sterling money markets, where the PSDF
makes its investments.

Last March, the BoE reduced the Bank
Rate twice, by a total of 65 basis points
to 0.10% from 0.75%. As you can see in the
chart below (see Chart 1), it currently stands
at the record low. Many high street banks
immediately reduced their rates to reflect
the move.
As we had invested the PSDF’s assets
across several maturities, even those as
long as one year, the yield for PSDF did not
instantly change. These existing investments
helped to delay the reduction in the PSDF’s
flow of income. These are now maturing
and being reinvested in today’s ultra-low
interest rate environment.
The impact of the cuts in the Bank Rate
is the main reason why the PSDF’s income
has fallen, but there are two other important
components.

Chart 1
Changes in the
Bank of England’s
Official Bank Rate

%
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2021

1. Future direction of rates
Money market returns can be further swayed
by how interest rates are expected to move:

Chart 2
Example downward
sloping yield curve

• if interest rates are considered likely
to fall, the returns on a longer-term
investment might be lower than a shorterterm investment because of its duration.
This is known as a downward sloping
yield curve (see Chart 2).

The BoE is indicating that the prospect
of a rate increase is a distant one1, so we
see a low chance of an upward sloping
yield curve any time soon. In practice, this
means that we are not able to enhance the
level of income our fund can pay by making
longer-dated investments, as these are in
fact offering returns of less than the yield
we can earn on an overnight basis.
2. Awash with cash
At a time when so many are struggling to
make ends meet, it may be hard to believe
that money markets are saturated with
a large supply of cash. But there are two
important reasons for this.

Rate of interest %
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5 Months

4 Months

3 Months

2 Months

1 Month

Overnight

Term of deposit

Chart 3
Example upward
sloping yield curve

• Firstly, as part of its package of crisis
response measures, the BoE injected
vast quantities of cash, or liquidity, into
financial markets, as well as opening
generous schemes designed to allow
banks to borrow cash from the central
bank at very low interest rates. Therefore,
their demand for borrowing from funds,
such as the PSDF, has shrunk substantially.
That has led to a fall in the level of interest
rate banks are willing to pay on deposits.
• Secondly, the UK household savings rate
(see Chart 4) reached record highs on
aggregate last year. Historically, savings
do tend to increase during recessions as
families tighten their belts in preparation
for expected falls in income. This time,
a fall in economic confidence has been
coupled with lockdown restrictions. With
vast sectors such as travel and hospitality
closed, households have been forced to
save. Meanwhile, the furlough scheme
has helped to keep personal incomes
relatively stable even as economic activity
has collapsed, another supportive factor
for savings.

• if the expectation is that interest rates
will rise in the near future, the returns on
a longer-term investment will be higher
than for a shorter-term option. This is
known as an upward sloping yield curve
(see Chart 3).

Rate of interest %
0.06
0.04
0.02
0.00
-0.02

This savings boost has meant retail banks’
deposits have surged, further reducing their
need for borrowing from funds such as
the PSDF.
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Overnight
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1 “The Committee does not intend to tighten monetary
policy at least until there is clear evidence that
significant progress is being made in eliminating
spare capacity and achieving the 2% inflation target
sustainably.” (November 2020 BoE Monetary Policy
Committee minutes)

Chart 4
UK Household Saving Ratio %, Bloomberg Finance
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Banks are also having to take on high
volumes of savings which were held in the
government NS&I. In November, the NS&I
cut the interest rate on its popular savings
account to just 0.01%. This resulted in savers
withdrawing more than £6.2bn from the
NS&I, with much of this flowing into building
societies, according to the Buildings Societies
Association. This has further saturated
an already overflowing banking system
with liquidity.
As ultra-low interest rates will likely persist,
what options are left for local councils?
First and foremost, councils should maintain
their focus on security, diversification, and
liquidity. It is important not to sacrifice one
of these attributes in the expectation of
more attractive returns.
With interest rates near zero, any stellar
opportunities for generating returns on cash
deposits without adding risk are scant. By
giving up security and diversity, the potential
for losing some or all of the cash deposited
will increase markedly. Councils must question
whether taking on this extra risk offers greater
relative rewards, or whether it might be better
to live with a tiny bit less interest.
Given the economic picture and the huge
amount of uncertainty which persists, the
level of risk to which depositors are exposed
is far higher than usual. That is why councils
need to be confident about where their
cash is housed.

The PSDF is a UK-domiciled money market
fund. Its prime objective is the preservation
of principal and liquidity by investing in a
diversified portfolio of high-quality sterling
deposits and instruments. The fund has
an approved list of over 50 of the world’s
strongest financial institutions to lend to.
This list is under constant review by CCLA,
and typically fund investments are spread
across 25 to 30 institutions at any given
point in time.
Councils can take further comfort from
the fact that the PSDF has been awarded the
strongest AAAmmf rating from Fitch Ratings.
This reflects its adherence to strict regulatory
rules ensuring diversity and liquidity.
It is this focus which comes first in
CCLA’s management of the PSDF and
it is why councils can be sure that their
investments benefit from CCLA’s low-risk
approach. There may be opportunities to
earn additional income on medium to longterm investments if the authority has cash
or reserves which can be set aside for a
longer period.
CCLA has the same values and principles as
its clients. In a world of uncertainty, councils
can take additional comfort in our active
stewardship programme which seeks to push
for improvement in the companies we invest.

2015–2019
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Disclosure
This document is a financial promotion and is issued for information purposes only. It
does not constitute the provision of financial, investment or other professional advice.
To ensure you understand whether a CCLA product is suitable, please read the
prospectus and consider the risk factors identified therein.
CCLA strongly recommends you seek independent professional advice prior to
investing. The Public Sector Deposit Fund is a UK short-term LVNAV Qualifying
Money Market Fund.
In addition to the general risk factors outlined in the prospectus, investors should
also note that purchase of PSDF shares is not the same as making a deposit with a
bank or other deposit taking body and is not a guaranteed investment.
Although it is intended to maintain a stable net asset value per share, there can be
no assurance that it will be maintained. Notwithstanding the policy of investing in
short-term instruments, the value of the PSDF may also be affected by fluctuations
in interest rates. The PSDF does not rely on external support for guaranteeing the
liquidity of the fund or stabilising the net asset value per share. The risk of loss of
principal is borne by the shareholder. Past performance is not a reliable indicator
of future results. The value of investments and the income derived from them may
fall as well as rise. Investors may not get back the amount originally invested and
may lose money. Any forward-looking statements are based upon CCLA’s current
opinions, expectations and projections. CCLA undertakes no obligations to update
or revise these. Actual results could differ materially from those anticipated.
Investment in a CCLA managed fund is for public sector eligible investors only.
Holders of a CCLA managed fund are not covered by the Financial Services
Compensation Scheme.
The CCLA managed fund is authorised in the United Kingdom and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority as a UCITS Scheme and is a Qualifying Money Market
Fund. CCLA Investment Management Limited (registered in England and Wales,
number 2183088, at Senator House, 85 Queen Victoria Street, London, EC4V 4ET)
is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
For information about how we obtain and use your personal data please see our
privacy notice at https://www.ccla.co.uk/our-policies/data-protection-privacy-notice.
February 2021

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Please contact:
Kelly Watson
Client Relationship Manager
kelly.watson@ccla.co.uk
020 7489 6105
Mark Davies
Client Relationship Manager
mark.davies@ccla.co.uk
020 7489 6045

WOODSTOCK TOWN COUNCIL

Treasury & Investment Policy
 Policy Background
 Woodstock Town Council’s treasury and investment policy and its associated
strategy are conducted in accordance with:
i)

The Local Government Act 2003 (the Act) and supporting regulations. This
requires the Council to prepare an Annual Investment Strategy which sets
out the Council’s policies for managing its investments and for giving
priority to the security and liquidity of those investments.

ii)

The statutory guidance on local government investments (issued
subsequent to the Act) which requires the production of an Annual
Investment Strategy and gives guidance on how this should be completed.

 This strategy and policy have been framed in the light of the facts that:

It is uncommon for a town council to hold investments other than in the form of
easily accessible bank deposits or other short-term savings accounts



these are often used to maximise income from cash balances during the financial
year and



the legislation and associated guidance is optional for parish councils where
investments are not expected to exceed £500,000 and no action is required
below £10,000.



For Councils where the sums involved exceed £500,000, the guidance is
mandatory.

 Definitions
 Investments – all investments of more than 12 months in duration. This is treated as
capital and all sums involved must be used for capital expenditure when the
investment period ends.
 Treasury – all cash deposits held in bank accounts which include bonds of up to 12
months in duration.
 Policy Objectives
 The overriding policy objectives are:
i)

To invest prudently to ensure the security of the principal sums.

ii)

To maintain liquidity in the portfolio to meet the council’s spending plans.

iii)

To mitigate risk.

iv)

To seek the optimum returns available whilst remaining consistent with
the proper levels of security and liquidity.

 Investment Policy
 The Council will not hold funds other than in bank accounts or deposit bonds of 12
months or less in duration.
 No investments will be made in stocks and shares
 Treasury Policy
 The Council will hold all its funds as cash deposits in banks accounts or bonds or with
CCLA Public Sector Deposit Fund
 A business account will be maintained with sufficient funds for day-to-day
transactions and to receive the precept and business income.
 The maximum of the council’s cash deposits which may be held with one institution
must not exceed 60% of total investments. Any exception to this limit must be
approved by full council
 Full Council approval is required if a deposit is with an institution with which the
council does not already hold an account. The RFO has delegated authority to
deposit funds with any of the council’s existing bankers and report this back to the
council.
 A procedure for making a deposit can be found in Appendix A

Appendix A
Procedure for Deposits
1. RFO to identify an appropriate deposit account or short-term bond with a financial
institution that fits with the council’s treasury policy. Any bonds should be capital
sum guaranteed.
2. Approval of full council is sought if the deposit is with a financial institution not
currently used by the council.
3. The RFO opens the account and sets up the bank mandate for council members to
sign in accordance with the financial regulations
4. The RFO transfers and deposits funds
5. Such transfers and deposits are reported to the council
6. At the end of the fixed term the RFO has delegated authority to move the funds into
another bond with the same financial institution or with another of the council’s
bankers.

Procedure for Bank Transfers
1. Delegated authority is given to the RFO to make transfers between the accounts of
the same bank without prior approval of the council.
2. Transfers between banks will follow normal payment procedure as detailed in the
financial regulations
3. Details of all transfers are to be provided to the council with the monthly finance
report.
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WTC090321 Item 12
Tenders received for the High to Medium Risk identified trees from the 2020 Tree Survey carried out
by Dowdeswell.
Invitations for tender along with the identified survey and specification were sent to three
companies, inviting them to tender for the above works.
The money for the works has been budgeted for in the 2021-22 financial year.
The quotations are as follows:

Medium Priority
Works

High Priority Works

Both Medium & High
Priority Works

Company A

Company B

Company C

£ 5,960

£ 7,470

£ 5,500

£ 5,910.00

£ 7,175

£ 6,500

£ 11,870

£ 15,895

£ 12,000

Members are asked to agree and approve one of the above quotations.

Meeting – 2nd March 2.00pm via Zoom
Present
z

Tom McCulloch introduced the project for the introduction of a CDW for Woodstock on a
similar basis to that tried at new developments at Graven Hill (Bicester) and Upper Heyford
with the cooperation of Cherwell District Council. He introduced Kay Sentance who was
happy to undertake the work.
Tom proposed the worker commence initially for 2 days per week in April for an initial 3year project managed by Community First – all funding to be by Blenheim Estate.
The proposal to be overseen and monitored by a Steering Group consisting of
representatives from Blenheim estate, Community First, WTC and other community leaders.
The Council representatives were all concerned that new residents were part of the
Woodstock community and not Blenheim. Woodstock is an ancient town proud of its
heritage. Members had difficulty in relating the Woodstock community to the exampled
sites of Graven Hill and Heyford. They thought Woodstock already awash with groups and
societies, and a cohesive community welcoming new arrivals. Concern was expressed that
the major identified outcomes from the Community First report should be the first priorities
and suggested that through the CDW project smaller and lesser priority issues would be
taken up first. The appointment of a CDW was low in the consultation priorities.
Dominic Hare didn’t want the project seen as a Blenheim badge. He had rejected the
appointment of a Blenheim employee to the role. It was important the project was
independent and he had asked Community First to find a candidate.
Dominic confirmed that project costs would not offset s106 requirements, nor undermine
other Blenheim community funding projects. The £109,000 budget – over a four-year period
- would be well spent and he stressed the project outcomes would not be imposed. He
imagined the role would always be relevant to the “developing” community of Woodstock.
In response to a statement that it could be a waste of money, he said that it could be or it
could be highly successful - but it was a project that had come out of the community
consultation. He noted that Blenheim had not yet met with WODC and OCC regarding the
findings of the CF report and implications for s106.
Tom added that the Woodstock proposal was not a replicant of similar ones and would be
picking up strands from the CF report. He recognised that a lot of groups were already doing
good works but room to look at new activities. He suggested lessons could be learned from
projects elsewhere and new groups such as the Woodstock Covid Hub might be developed.
Local knowledge and experience would be used to design a project to fit Woodstock.

Reference was made to Sustainable Woodstock which Kay (CDW) had noted as very active in
the town and she confirmed that she would not want to interfere. There was likely to be
overlap between organisations, and groups could be brought together to reduce overlap.
It was pointed out that in some cases new groups were started because an original group
was following an unpopular route. Also noted - and agreed by Kay - that there could be
domination by groups focussed on limited self-interest which speak loudly but are not
necessarily reflective of the general population. This was even true in some notable
responses to the CF consultation. There was an underlying danger of the project being
captured by special interest groups.
Members were told that it would be the job of the Steering Group to identify needs to be
brought for consideration. The role of the CDW was to oversee and remain impartial. The
worker would act as conduit recognising that some speak loudly and even bully their way to
being heard.
Changes following Covid were in working patterns with an increase in home workers that
included young professionals moving from big cities. By taking out commuter time there
was increased presence in the home area which could be directed into community activity
as had been observed in Thame and in Oxford. People could not be forced into activity, but
a community connector could help.
In summary WTC is asked to appoint representatives for the steering group to sit alongside
representatives of CF and Blenheim. The Council is due for election in May and some
existing members would not be councillors. Appointment to the group would be at the May
Annual Council meeting.
Tom had sought a steering group of a maximum of 5 to include community representation
but councillors thought this limiting. The general consensus was that community
representation – which should include businesses – should be flexible as the process
evolved.
It was important for the steering group not to appear as an alternative Town Council which
would be the “go to” body able to link to the principal councils.
The project was good in theory, but all doubted it would be a “rosy” one. The Mayor (Cllr
Parkinson) suggested that it could be tweaked to look at neighbourhood projects for Town
Council consideration. It was acknowledged that the community must understand that they
will need to be patient over any progress.
A report to be presented to the WTC meeting on 9th March for consideration and views on
how to proceed with the Steering Group.

(copy of Community First project details attached)

Woodstock Community Development Project:
Proposal
February 2021

Introduction
This proposal sets out a programme, schedule, and costing regarding the implementation of a Community
Development project in Woodstock. The project would assist in the integration of new housing
developments and take forward community infrastructure initiatives emerging from the 2019 Woodstock
Community and Infrastructure Delivery Plan.
We have based the proposal on having a Community Development Worker in post by the start of April 2021,
with the project funded by Blenheim Estate.

Community Development Programme: initial 36-month project
Overview
The aim of the project is to work with local residents to support and further develop a vibrant and selfsustaining community. This will be achieved by:
o
o
o

supporting existing residents and facilitating interaction (build bridges) between existing and new
residents
supporting existing and new community groups and activities to meet the needs and enhance the
daily lives of residents
acting as a link between the local community and Blenheim Estate to help facilitate a positive
community experience of development on new housing sites

Community Development Ethos and Methodology
Research suggests that an independently employed Community Development Worker (CDW) is the most
effective approach in terms of building credibility with residents. As such, CFO would propose to employ and
manage the Woodstock CDW.
However, CDW activity should be overseen and monitored by a Steering Group.
It is proposed that there is a maximum of 5 representatives on the Steering Group (not including the CDW).
These representatives would be drawn from Blenheim Estate, CFO, Woodstock Town Council, and potentially
other local stakeholders who could creatively and constructively contribute to the project.

The project costing also includes a small Community Development Fund. Best practice suggests that seed
funding can be important in getting new groups and joint initiatives off the ground. The fund would be
administered by the CDW.
CFO follows an Asset-Based Community Development approach.

Asset-Based Community Development
Asset-based approaches are an integral part of community development in the sense that they are
concerned with facilitating people and communities to come together to achieve positive change using
their own knowledge, skills and lived experience of the issues they encounter in their own lives. They
recognise that positive health and social outcomes will not be achieved by maintaining a 'doing to' culture
and respect that meaningful social change will only occur when people and communities have the
opportunities and facility to control and manage their own futures. In community development terms,
asset-based approaches recognise and build on a combination of the human, social and physical capital
that exists within local communities.
Scottish Community Development Centre

Programme breakdown

YEAR 1 - APRIL 2021 TO MARCH 2022
2-day p/w Community Development Worker
Programme elements:
1. Support the Woodstock
Community Action Plan

Including:
- Support for Steering Group: developing working groups,
signposting to sources of support, best practice advice etc.
- Support specific initiatives emerging from the Action Plan/
Woodstock CIDP process

2. Publicise and hold
‘Together We Can’
workshops

-

‘Community building’ workshops (see email attachment)
are designed to enable different groups (children, young
people, community groups and organization etc.) to gain
knowledge, skills and confidence for effectively engaging
in community action. These workshops can be undertaken
individually or as part of a course

3. Develop initiatives to
improve/ develop etc.
usage of Woodstock
community buildings and
outdoor spaces

-

Liaising with the community to take forward
recommendations from Woodstock Community Indoor
Venues Report

4. Undertake community
development activity with
new residents on the Park
View development

Including:
- Input to residents’ welcome pack (liaising with Blenheim)
- Visit new residents and discuss emerging needs
- Organise welcome events
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-

Liaise with existing community groups to meet needs of
new residents
Explore and support new initiatives to meet needs of new
residents
Work with Blenheim to establish a ‘site discussion’ forum
to discuss resident concerns as construction progresses;
liaise with residents to explore their concerns, ideas etc.

YEAR 2 – APRIL 2022 – MARCH 2023
4-day p/w Community Development Worker
Depending on the construction timetable for Hill Rise and north of Banbury Road and the extent
of ongoing community development activity, this resource may be less than 4-days p/w
Support elements
1. Undertake community
development activity with
residents of new
developments

-

2. Continue general
community development
activity from Year 1

-

-

Continuation and development of Park View community
development programme
Commence Hill Rise and north of Banbury Road
community development programme
‘Together We Can’ workshops
Community Action Plan
Progress other identified initiatives

YEAR 3 – APRIL 2023 – MARCH 2024
4-day p/w Community Development Worker
Support elements
1. Undertake community
development work with
residents of new
developments

-

Continuation and development of existing community
development programmes

2. Continue general
community development
activity from Year 2

-

‘Together we Can’ workshops
Progress other identified initiatives
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Budget
1.4.21 - 31.3.22 (12mths)
Salary (FTE) – £26000 @ 14
hrs FTE in Yr1, 28hrs in Yr2
and Yr3
Employers NI (10%)
Employers pension (5%)
Travel and expenses
Training
Contribution to CFO
overheads (25% of base salary
plus project and line
management at 14 days a yr
(day rate is £500 increasing to
£550 in Yr 3)
Recruitment
Laptop and phone
Community Chest Fund

1.4.22 - 31.3.23 (12 mths)

1.4.23 - 31.3.24 (12mths)

10400
1040
520
1000
600

21216
2122
1061
1000
400

21640
2164
1082
1000
400

52458
5246
2622
3000
1400

9600
700
1300
1500
26660

12260
0
300
2000
40359

13110
700
300
1500
41896

36178
1400
1900
5000
108915

Assumes 2% pay-rise

Assumes 2% pay-rise

Indicative Project Workplan and Monitoring Framework
Project objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Opportunities to access activities for a range of needs and interests are increased
Increased numbers of people volunteering in activities and service provision
Increased infrastructure support for volunteering
Build strong, sustainable community anchor associations
Strengthened VCS infrastructure support
Start-up and development funding to be available for community development projects
Effective publicity and reporting
Ongoing learning and Development

Project outcomes:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

The variety and range of activities represent a vibrant and diverse community
Communities of place and interest are connected and positive relationships enhanced
Generate a range of activities including capacity building projects which reflect the needs of the community
Increased community capacity building for communities of place and interest
Increased volunteering by local people facilitated by local infrastructure organisations
CDW signposting to VCS organisations
Communities that are active, welcoming and inclusive and vibrant range of groups emerge from local need
Strong and diverse network of key individuals acting as community ambassadors
Number and range of issues that the VCS is involved with indicates an awareness of local, regional, national and international issues
Project activity is regularly communicated to key stakeholders
CDW maintains continuous professional development and awareness of local VCS, statutory, etc. political context
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Table 1 - Indicative project workplan and monitoring framework for Year 1
This would require refinement/ completion following Steering Group discussion.

CDW WORKPLAN April 2021 – March 2022
Cross-cutting objectives
1. Opportunities to
access activities for a
range of needs and
interests are
increased
2. Increased numbers of
people volunteering
in activities and
service provision
3. Increased
infrastructure support
for volunteering
4. Build strong,
sustainable
community anchor
associations
5. Strengthened VCS
infrastructure support
6. Start-up and
development funding

Task

Output

Contact groups/
individuals etc. to
introduce self and role

All identified groups
contacted
Key individuals
contacted (use
Woodstock CIDP
contact list)
3 briefings held

Hold meetings and
briefings with key
stakeholders (e.g.
Blenheim, Town Council,
Wake up to Woodstock)

Map existing community Community activity
activity
identified and
contacted (build on
Woodstock CIDP
mapping)
Undertake an initial
Survey undertaken
online community
survey (co-designed
with key community
contacts) to explore
volunteering; new
groups required;
community concerns;
quality of life and

By when

6-month update:
October 2020

Cross-cutting outcomes
1. The variety and range of
activities represent a
vibrant and diverse
community
2. Communities of place and
interest are connected and
positive relationships
enhanced
3. Generate a range of
activities including capacity
building projects which
reflect the needs of the
community
4. Increased community
capacity building for
communities of place and
interest
5. Increased volunteering by
local people facilitated by
local infrastructure
organisations
6

to be available for
community
development projects

neighbourliness etc. to
establish baseline data
set
Nurture and support
emerging Community
Action Plan
Hold regular ‘surgeries’
+ information stands at
events where people/
organisations can drop
in a discuss issues, ideas
and solutions
Engage with key
contacts to develop
strategies to reach the
harder to reach – go to
them
Use the multiple
methods of the
community engagement
strategy to identify
opportunities for
holding ‘Together We
Can’ workshops
Facilitate links between
community and Town
Council to encourage
volunteering on local
representative
structures
Organise a ‘summit’ of
community buildings to
explore findings from
Woodstock Community

6. CDW signposting to VCS
organisations
Attend CAP Steering
Group meetings
8

7. Communities that are
active, welcoming and
inclusive and vibrant range
of groups emerge from local
need

6 discussions held

8. Strong and diverse network
of key individuals acting as
community ambassadors

6 workshops held

9. Number and range of issues
that the VCS is involved
with indicates an awareness
of local, regional, national
and international issues

8 new people
encouraged to take
on a leading role
within the
community
Summit held
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Indoor Space
Assessment report
Develop and publicise
Community Chest grant
application process

Marketing via local
social media and
other platforms

Develop ‘welcome pack’ Pack produced –
for new Park View
online and physical
households in liaison
with Blenheim
Liaise with Blenheim to
Forum established
establish ‘Site
Development Forum’ for
Park View

7. Effective publicity and
reporting

Attend SDF meetings

4 per year

Visit new residents as
they move in to Park
View
SG meetings

Ongoing

Progress updates to SG
(reports based on
workplan progress/ case
studies)

Every 2 months

Maintain a social media
presence and have a
regular blog/ column on
Woodstock social
media/ web/
community platforms

Bi-monthly articles
in Woodstock and
Bladon News

Every 2 months

10. Project activity is regularly
communicated to key
stakeholders

Regular postings on
We Love Woodstock
etc.
8

8. Ongoing learning and
Development

Undertake an end of
year survey to measure
progress against
baseline data extracted
at project outset

Report produced

Attend CFO staff
meetings and other
meetings with VCS and
LA partners as
appropriate
- Gain knowledge
re: CD
initiatives/
events and
ideas that may
be of value to
the Woodstock
project
Attend conferences and
training events
- Ideas from
events
incorporated
into work of
CDW
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Attend CFO ABCD
training
- Incorporate
ideas into CDW
activity

1

March 2021

11. CDW maintains continuous
professional development
and awareness of local VCS,
statutory, etc. political
context

1
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WTC090321 Item 14
Property Report March 2021
2 Market Street
The solicitors advise that the lease is now substantially agreed and it is hoped that
finalising the details and arranging for it to be signed and sealed will mean occupation
can be taken this month.
4 Park Street
These tenants who were previously moving out in March are not now looking to move
until May due to delays in the completion process for their house purchase.
Town Hall
Toilets
The contractors are not starting on 3rd March as previously advised. Breckon &
Breckon are liaising with the District Council regarding listed building consent for the
work and once the District Council are satisfied, work will commence.
Community Centre
Suite 2
Freeths are awaiting the signed lease back from the Council.
Breckon & Breckon are seeking further quotes for the re-surfacing of the car park.
The quotes obtained in 2018 are still valid but await more quotes
Nothing further to report on all other properties
AG 02.03.21

