MINUTES OF THE URGENT PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
ON THURSDAY 25th FEBRUARY 2021
HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT:
Cllr M Parkinson (Mayor)
Cllr U Parkinson
Cllr T Redpath

Cllr A Grant (Deputy Mayor)
Cllr S Parnes

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: C Carruthers (Clerk), Cllrs P Redpath, P Jay, CCllr I Hudspeth and 7 members of the
public.
UPC001/20

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
Cllrs J Cooper, E Poskitt and S Rasch

UPC002/20

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST:

Cllr M Parkinson
UPC003/20

Item 4(i): Personal interest as he works within the industry of the applicant.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION:

Joanna Lamb and John Bleakley addressed the meeting in stating their objection’s and the grounds of
those objections against license application W/21/00094/PAVLIC.
A hard copy of the update is available (on request via the Clerk) for anyone who would like a copy.
UPC004/20

PLANNING AND LICENSING:

Council considered the following applications, and their responses are shown below:
i.

APPLICATION NO: W/21/00094/PAVLIC Kings Arms Kings Arms Hotel 19 Market Street Woodstock
Application for Pavement Licence

RESOLVED: to strongly OBJECT to this application of the following grounds:
Parking
Parking is already at a premium in Woodstock Town Centre Which WODC is very aware of.
We already have parking issues in the town centre which have NOT been addressed by WODC. This
application plans to take up another 3 to 4 valuable parking spaces on top of the 2 they already take
up with the bins they place on the Oxford Street side of their premises. That would be a total of 6
parking spaces.
The location of the tables is also extremely close to the junction of the A44, which is on a bus route,
therefore stationary traffic and buses will be situated in close proximity to the customers sitting at the
table - environmental issue.
Noise / disturbance / anti-social behaviour
Police have been called numerous times to this establishment in relation to disturbances.
15 extra tables on top of the tables they already place on both sides of their premises is considerable It
has the potential for chaos in our street and town.
This application has no consideration for others local businesses or residents Market Street is a
Residential Street. The noise levels and disturbances such as drunken foul language / fighting,
inappropriate behaviour should be considerable.
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Setting a precedence
If this application is successful it will be setting a precedence for other hospitability businesses in the
immediate local area. For example;
i.
The Feathers – 21 Hotel Rooms with no parking (unenforced valuable 3 hour spaces outside
their premises)
ii.
The Woodstock Arms – 4 letting rooms with no parking (unenforced valuable 3 hour spaces
outside their premises)
iii.
Hampers and The Woodstock Coffee Shop are also likely to apply.
Application procedure – not fulfilled correctly.
Initial application was hidden behind taped off area under scaffolding and in a different street to
application. This is not correct.
This Application for a Pavement Licence is being requested under The Business and Planning Act 2020 which was a policy passed to promote economic recovery and growth in response to the economic
impacts of the global Covid-19 pandemic.
The 12 page document can be found on the WODC web site, titled: West Oxfordshire District Council
Pavement Licensing Policy - Dated July 2020.
Section 3.3 Consultation
Quote:
The Council is required by law to consult with the Highway Authority. To ensure that there are no
unacceptable detrimental effects arising from the application proposals the
Council will also consult with:







West Oxfordshire District Council planning teams
West Oxfordshire District Council Food, Health and Safety team
West Oxfordshire District Council Operations (Environmental Health) team
Thames Valley Police
Ward Members
Town/Parish Councils

The Council must take into account representations received during the public consultation period and
consider these when determining the application.
Applicants are strongly encouraged to talk to neighbouring businesses and occupiers prior to applying
to the local authority, and so take any issues around noise, and nuisance into consideration as part of
the proposal
Crime and disorder, public nuisance, public safety and protection of children.
This cannot be allowed to be approved and go ahead.
VOTE:

For:

6

Against:

0

Abstaining:

1

Cllrs A Grant, U Parkinson, S Parnes, T Redpath,

Cllr M Parkinson.

The meeting closed at 7:52pm

Chair:

Date:
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Economic Development Service
Reply to:
Tel:
Email:

Will Barton
01993 861482
william.barton@westoxon.gov.uk

Elmfield Council Office
New Yatt Road
WITNEY
Oxfordshire OX28 1PB
Tel: 01993 861000
www.westoxon.gov.uk

Cherie Carruthers
Woodstock Town Council
Town Hall
Woodstock
Oxon
OX20 1SL

Date: 09 March 2021

Dear Cherie,
Plan to support the reopening of hospitality businesses
You will be aware that the Government has published its ‘Roadmap out of Lockdown’ setting out the
different stages for lifting the current restrictions and earliest dates they can take place. One of the key
aims of the roadmap is to safely restart the economy, in particular the hospitality sector which has been
one of the hardest hit and which is a vitally important sector in Woodstock.
Step two of the Roadmap (12 April at the earliest) sees the reopening of outdoor hospitality. We have
just received a letter from the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local Government urging
us to do everything possible to help hospitality businesses reopen safely and prosper again. Particular
attention was drawn to the pavement licenses to help pubs, restaurants and cafes to make al fresco
dining a reality with outside seating, tables and street stalls to serve food and drinks.
Last summer we tabled a plan with the Town Council to create safe spaces in Woodstock for the
hospitality businesses to open outside. This plan was rejected by the Town Council. Given the current
situation with the Government’s phased roadmap, the intent shown in Robert Jenrick’s letter and the
importance of the hospitality sector to Woodstock’s economy, we need a clear plan to help the town’s
businesses.
I am therefore writing to formally ask the Town Council to set out their alternative ideas in a plan to
help these businesses reopen during the period when they are only allowed to serve outside. Please can
you let us have the Council’s plan by Friday 26 March. We will be very happy to work with you on this
but I am sure you will appreciate that we have to have something in place by 12 April. If there is no
practical alternative plan to help the businesses by that point then our best option will be to enact the
plan we tabled last year.
Kind regards,

Will Barton
Business Development Officer

Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities & Local
Government
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local
Government
Fry Building
2 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DF
Tel: 0303 444 3450
Email: robert.jenrick@communities.gov.uk
www.gov.uk/mhclg

5 March 2021
Dear Leader,
Supporting the reopening of outdoor hospitality
On 22 February the Prime Minister published a roadmap for easing the lockdown restrictions and set out that
in step two, which will be no earlier than 12 April, hospitality venues will be allowed to serve people outdoors.
I am writing to you today to highlight the measures in place to support the safe re-opening of hospitality
businesses and to urge you to do everything possible to help these businesses reopen safely and prosper
again.
All of us in Government are looking forward to seeing pubs, cafes and restaurants open again, and, as
Communities Secretary, I’m determined that we don’t let red tape to get in the way of a great British summer.
Last summer we introduced several measures to support hospitality businesses to reopen safely, enabling
business across the country to continue to serve their local communities. The planning changes we put in
place last year have been a lifeline to many businesses and they’re here to stay for the summer of 2021.
To that end, I am pleased to announce that we will be extending pavement licences for a further 12 months,
making it easier and cheaper for pubs, restaurants and cafes to continue to make al fresco dining a reality
with outside seating, tables and street stalls to serve food and drinks. We are also continuing to support local
communities hold popular outdoor events like summer fairs, car-boot sales, and markets, without the need
for planning permission.
The automatic right to provide takeaways and do deliveries we created at the start of the pandemic is going
to continue, as will the right for pubs to have marquees and awnings without planning permission for up to
two months.
To remind you of the freedoms we have put in place, I have set out all of the measures that we introduced
below:
Al fresco dining
We introduced a simplified route for pubs, restaurants and cafes to obtain a temporary pavement licence to
place furniture including outdoor tables and seating on the highway, allowing them to increase their outdoor
capacity quickly and at a low cost. We introduced these pavement licence provisions on 22 July 2020 in the
Business and Planning Act 2020. They include a capped application fee of £100 and a 10-working day
consultation and determination period.
We have made clear in the pavement licence guidance that we expect local authorities to grant licences for
12 months or more unless there are good reasons not to, such as plans for future changes in use of road

space. Therefore, unless there are very good reasons, we would expect licences granted under these
provisions to continue to apply into this summer so that businesses do not have to reapply or be charged a
further application fee when they are able to re-open to serve customers outdoors. These temporary
provisions are currently due to expire on 30 September 2021, but to give further certainty to businesses I will
be introducing secondary legislation to extend these provisions for a further 12 months, subject to
Parliamentary approval.
Given the continuing importance of the outdoors to reduce transmission of the virus, I strongly encourage
you to plan for outdoor dining and make all necessary changes to local high streets, squares and the public
realm so this is as convenient as possible for businesses and members of the public.
Freedom to use land for community events and outdoor hospitality
Last year we provided greater flexibility for businesses to hold outdoor events such as summer fairs or
motorsports on land without the need for a planning application, while events such as car-boot sales, or
people or businesses such as pubs wishing to set up marquees will also be exempt. We have increased the
number of days allowed for such temporary events from 28 to 56, and in November extended this provision
until 31 December 2021.
Outdoor markets
We have also introduced a new temporary right, extended to March 2022, that allows local authorities, either
by themselves or by others on their behalf, to use land to hold a market without having to apply for planning
permission.
Takeaways
Finally, we also introduced measures to support restaurants, drinking establishments such as pubs and cafes
to serve takeaway food when they were otherwise closed due to coronavirus restrictions. These measures
will continue to apply until March 2022.
We introduced these changes to provide much needed support to hard-hit hospitality businesses. It is vital
that local authorities use these measures in a pragmatic way to help support the high street, businesses and
jobs, once restrictions allow them to do so.
Thank you for all you have done in your local community to help businesses prepare for a safe reopening.
As we emerge from this incredibly challenging period – let’s not let bureaucracy get in the way of a great
British summer for the hospitality industry.

RT HON ROBERT JENRICK MP

Woodstock Town Centre
COVID-19 town centre adaptations
Objectives
This document sets out proposals for potential adaptations in Woodstock to help the town function
safely. Most of the proposals are to create extra space, allowing the safe flow of pedestrians while
also allowing local businesses the opportunity to expand their operating area (subject to pavement
licenses).
The final proposal is to create new temporary parking spaces on Hensington Road with the dual
purpose of replacing those spaces lost in the High Street / Market Street area and slowing the traffic
speeds along Hensington Road.
The objectives of the proposals are:





Ensure visitors to the town centre feel (and are) safe
Help Woodstock to remain vibrant and attractive to both locals and visitors
Support town centre businesses by creating safe space for patrons to use
Minimise the loss of parking spaces

None of the proposals is dependent on the others and they should all be viewed as options for the
businesses adjacent to each proposal. All schemes are proposed on a temporary basis to help the
businesses in the town recover from the COVID-19 crisis.

Proposed measures for Woodstock town centre
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The measures consist of:
1. Removal of 3 parking spaces on west side of Oxford Street to create a safe space for
pedestrians (pedestrian pinch point identified outside Hampers). Retain 4th space next
to the bus stop for loading and unloading only. This option is regarded is essential and
urgent to allow for queuing at Hampers. It is proposed to action this separately and
ahead of the other measures.
2. Create a safe space for pedestrians with outdoor space for The Crown by cordoning off
one carriage way of The High Street on ‘The Crown Corner’.
3. Create a safe space for pedestrians with outdoor space for Brothertons by extending the
pavement area into one lane of the highway. This is facilitated by the creation of a one
way system in the High Street and Market Street (see below).
4. Creation of one way system in the town centre on the High Street and Market Street.
Direction of traffic flow to be determined on site visit. Park Street to remain open for
traffic in both directions.
5. Removal of parking spaces in front of The Woodstock Arms to create safe space for
pedestrians with outdoor space for The Woodstock Arms (number of parking spaces
required to be determined).
6. Removal of 3 diagonal parking spaces in front of The Kings Arms to create safe space for
pedestrians with outdoor space for The Kings Arms
7. Create parking spaces along Hensington Road to a) replace those lost in the town centre
and b) to act as a traffic calming measure to reduce the average speed of car travelling
along the road. The illustration below is purely illustrative
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